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Bob Laubach's warehouse 
Group from 
youth retreat 
to the rescue 
Can you imagine being on a youth retreat, looking 
forward to a weekend of fun and games inside as well as 
out in the snow, and then ending up working? 
The following report was given by Bob Laubach to 
the congregation at Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ 
Church near Mifflintown, Pa., after one of the many very 
bad snowstorms this winter: 
You remember the big snowstorm the other week 
when school was closed for a week; the government 
offices and businesses were closed; 30 buildings in Har-
risburg alone collapsed from the tons of snow on them; 
for four days it had been well below zero. 
I watched the late Friday night news and heard of the 
roof collapse in a large shopping 
mall, and I started thinking about 
the tons of snow threatening the 
large expanse of roof on the 
building of my business. I tried to 
sleep but couldn't. At 3:30 a.m. I 
got up and went to the ware-
house. It looked bad—the roof 
was sagging! 
I needed an army of shovel-
ers, but where could I get them 
on a Saturday? Suddenly I 
thought of the teens from our 
church who were only a few 
miles away on retreat at one of 
the homes of our congregation. 
Of course, that's the answer! But 
would they want to come away 
from food, fun, and games to 
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages and 
from all walks of life. 
You are invited to submit a 
short article about some "Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers. 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words, and 
must have the approval of the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publication 
(which will be returned). 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
take on work? Well, they did. I called Craig Zendt, the 
youth director, at the retreat about 9:30 a.m., after having 
quite a time finding shovels for the job. 
The snowdrift on the flat roof was 8 feet deep and 64 
feet long, and had to be lifted and dumped over the 4-
foot facade all the way around. The youth came...they 
shoveled...and they conquered! New jobs were invented: 
CHOPPERS who chopped the drift into blocks; 
BLOCKERS who carried blocks to throw over the edge 
of the roof; and CLOWNS providing comic relief. They 
all saved the day! 
They probably didn't even know how important 
their work was to me and my employees and others. Col-
lapse would have been a disaster to my company. I 
praise God for sending help when I desperately needed 
it—lots of it. And I praise God for the safety he gave us. 
I have always felt blessed to have such a lively 
group of young people and dedicated youth leaders at 
Cedar Grove. They add so much life and love to our 
church family. Their work was a wonderful witness— 
everyone at my business has 
been talking about them. 
Youth, we all thank you 
for literally helping us keep a 
roof over our heads! And the 
bottom line is...it's a real plea-
sure for me to be able to pre-
sent you with a check from my 
company toward your van pur-
chase project. I praise God for 
the good missionary work you 
have done for me. Thank you. 
This report was written by Miriam 
Wert and submitted by Donna Zook, 
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Through the centuries much has been written and said about Eve as 
Satan's dupe, as causing the fall of 
humanity, but little has been said about 
Eve as a mother. Yet Eve is the proto-
type of motherhood. She was the first to 
experience it with all its pains and joys. 
Therefore, in her role as a mother, what 
does she say to us? 
Eve rejoiced when her first son was 
born. She named him Cain, meaning in 
Hebrew, "Acquired." "I have brought 
forth a man," said Eve in Genesis 4:1. 
Cain was a wanted, a longed-for child. 
When God expelled Adam and Eve 
from the Garden he promised to send a 
Redeemer. Some Bible commentators 
believe that Eve thought Cain was the 
promised Redeemer, the one who would 
lead them back to that paradise they 
once knew. 
Disappointment early followed joy 
for Eve, for the longed-for, most wel-
come firstborn son must have early 
showed signs of rebellion. This is seen 
in the story of Cain and Abel (Gen. 4:2-
10). 
Cain knew that the way to God was 
through a blood sacrifice, yet he chose 
to offer God the fruit of the field, the 
work of his own hands. 
Adam and Eve, after that first trans-
gression, maintained a right relationship 
with God. They could not be perfect 
parents. Indeed, who can? But they 
taught their sons how to approach God. 
This must have been Eve's first great 
disappointment, seeing her firstborn, 
her favorite son, the one for whom she 
had such high hopes, reject the God 
who gave him life. 
How many Christian parents have 
found themselves one with Eve? They 
may feel that they have done their best 
with their children. They may tell a 
child the gospel story almost from the 
day of birth, yet that child, upon reach-
ing maturity must make his or her own 
choice. Many will turn their backs on 
the faith of their parents, choosing to go 
their own way. 
With Cain next came the murder. It 
was premeditated murder. Genesis 4:8 
says, "Now Cain said to his brother 
Abel, 'Let's go out to the field,'" mean-
ing that he lured Abel there. 
Then came the lie spoken directly to 
God, when the Lord said to Cain, 
"Where is your brother Abel?" and Cain 
said, "I don't know. Am I my brother's 
keeper?" 
First the wrong approach to God, 
then the murder, then the lie, and finally 
in Genesis 4:13-14, Cain whined about 
his punishment and begged for lenien-
cy. The story does not say that he ever 
expressed regret for what he did. 
All this Eve knew. Therefore, what 
does she say to us? Eve speaks as a 
woman whose life was scarred by 
tragedy. One son lost to her through 
death; the other lost to her forever by 
his own choice. 
Did she rebel at first? What human 
can fault her if she did? We are not 
made of stone. We are creatures of heart 
and feeling. 
"First there is denial," said a Chris-
tian mother whose daughter disappoint-
ed her greatly. "You want desperately to 
believe that your child would never do 
anything wrong. But that early denial is 
a protective thing. I believe the Lord 
allowed us denial until we were able to 
accept that, yes, our daughter had cho-
sen her own way of life and there was 
nothing we could do about it." 
"All the signs were there," said 
another mother of her son. "We didn't 
see them because we didn't want to." 
Acceptance came at last for Eve. 
Genesis 4:25 says, "Adam lay with his 
wife again, and she gave birth to a son 
and named him Seth [meaning 
"Appointed"], saying, 'God has granted 
me another child in place of Abel, since 
Cain killed him.'" 
She speaks as a mother of an unruly, 
disobedient son who disappointed her 
grievously. She did not take his part. 
She did not make excuses for him. She 
called his act by its rightful name, mur-
der. 
But did she ever stop loving him? 
Ask any mother. God did not expect her 
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to stop loving either of her sons. God 
commands forgiveness (Matthew 18:21-
22). The pain will never go away, but 
forgiveness will help ease it. 
Could she ever stop mourning? No, 
for to stop mourning would be to stop 
loving. 
When tragedy strikes, we may cry 
out in rebellion; we may say within our-
selves, I can't accept this. But then we 
remember that we have a choice. We 
can let tragedy destroy faith, or we can 
let it lead us to greater triumphs. 
After that first searing tragedy that 
cost her both her sons, Eve went on to 
be the mother of a large family (Genesis 
5:4). Others of her children must have 
disappointed her too, for there was the 
daughter who married Cain and joined 
him in exile. Eve very likely never 
knew her first grandchild. 
In summation, what does Eve say to 
us? She might say, "With God's help, 
do the very best you know how in rear-
ing your child. Tell him or her early 
about God. Then leave the rest to God. 
"Your sons and daughters in the end 
will make their own decisions. They 
will be responsible for those decisions. 
You can tell your child of the salvation 
that is in Christ. You can pray for your 
child. You can weep over your child. 
But you cannot make your child 
believe. 
"The time will come when you will 
have to free your son or daughter to be 
his own person, to make her own deci-
sions. You will not be responsible for 
those decisions, be they right or wrong. 
Your child will be judged by God for 
what he or she did with life. You will be 
judged for what you did with life." 
As an afterthought Eve might add, 
"There will be joy. There will be pain. 
There may be tragedy, even mourning. 
But always there will be love." 
Catherine Damato lives in Lakeside, 
Calif. 
MOTHER'S DAY THOUGHTS which I needed. I'm deeply grateful for these persons 
who felt the promptings of God's Spirit and who 
sensed my deep need and 
were willing to care for me 
in this way. 
\AjJl f \ f*f1~V% vYlf\t'Vl0'f*r This poses an interesting question. Are mothers 
the only people who can "mother" or that give care 
Are mothers the only people 
by Marilyn L. Smith 
It's always appropriate to pay tribute to the special 
people in our lives who have "mothered" us, but this is 
especially true on Mother's Day, and I'm grateful to 
have this privilege. I was richly blessed in that my 
mother and my grandmother also loved the Lord, and 
both of them had a deep desire that their children also 
learn to love the Lord and walk in his ways. Besides 
sharing her personal faith, my mother gave me other 
gifts which I view with increasing appreciation: how to 
make a home, how to care for a family, the joy of 
working with my hands, the pleasure that comes from 
doing your work well, a sense of pride in a job well 
done. 
But when I was only 30, my mother died. Even 
though I knew she was with the Lord, and I felt a sense 
of joy and peace in that, still it was a great loss for me, 
and I felt it very deeply. You see, I was a young woman 
in my own home with children of my own now, but I 
was still learning how to be a mother. I don't know 
why the Lord took her at that time. I felt that I still 
needed her. I was a mother, but I also needed mother-
ing. 
Looking back at it, I can see how the Lord began 
bringing persons into my life who filled some of the 
void I felt. They "mothered" me and nurtured me in 
ways that were very important to me. And I began to 
realize a curious thing. Not all of these persons were 
mothers themselves. Some had no children, others 
were single persons, and still others were not even 
women. Yet these men and women extended to me care 
and nurture in significant ways? I don't think so. 
Jesus himself gives us examples of this kind of care. 
We read of him touching infants (Mark 10:14) and wel-
coming children. We read of him weeping over 
Jerusalem and saying how he longed to gather its peo-
ple as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings (Matt. 
23:37). We read of him preparing food for his disciples 
after they had worked all night fishing (John 21:3-13). 
We read of him washing and drying the feet of those 
who were with him at the last supper before his cruci-
fixion and death (John 13:1-17). 
What I'm suggesting is that persons can "mother"— 
men as well as women, young as well as old. Regard-
less of their age, regardless of their gender, regardless 
of their marital status, they can "mother." Jesus was 
sensitive to the needs of persons around him, and when 
he sensed those needs, he responded to them. 
I would like to suggest that this "mothering," this 
caring and nurturing, is something which each of us 
can do, and in fact, needs to do. I would venture to say 
that in the course of our daily lives, we come across 
and rub elbows with persons who desperately need care 
and love. 
I'm also suggesting that it doesn't require a special 
kind of person to do this, only a person who is tuned to 
the needs of people around him or her and who is will-
ing to be an instrument through which God's love can 
flow. 
Marilyn Smith was asked to prepare a short tribute for the 
1993 Mother's Day service of the Souderton, Pa., church. This 
article is the result. 
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...called to be more than 
just a warm body 
by Ron Bowell 
The question was asked on Monday 
at Memorial Holiness Camp. The answer 
did not come until later in the week. The 
question: What is the first commandment 
in Scripture given to man? The answer is 
found in Genesis 1:28. The very first 
commandment is: "Be fruitful and in-
crease in number." 
God's first words of instruction to man 
have to do with fruitfulness and numeri-
cal growth. Some might argue that God 
meant these words in biological terms 
only. But we know that God is interested 
in more than just some warm bodies. God 
is concerned for the soul and spirit, which 
are eternal. 
God desires that his multiplying cre-
ation be spiritual in nature. The very first 
commandment applies to the spiritual as 
well as the physical, to the soul, as well as 
the body. God is interested in more than 
just a warm body. 
The Zion Church, just north of Abi-
lene, Kansas, believes that "Be fruitful 
and increase in number" is still a com-
mandment that calls for obedience. Since 
its founding in 1887, Zion has cultivated 
a missionary spirit that has included more 
than just "those people somewhere over 
there across the ocean." 
According to Jesus, the call to mis-
sions included the people at "Jerusalem, 
Judea, and Samaria," as well as the peo-
ple at "the ends of the earth" (Acts 1:8). 
The Zion congregation believes that mis-
sions is a local project as well as a glob-
al project. It is a congregation that has 
come to expect growth as the normal 
product of a living body. 
Is there some secret formula or some 
slick plan for growth? No, but there are 
some qualities that allow the radiance of 
God to shine and be seen. These six qual-
ities represent ingredients for church 
growth at Zion. They will stimulate 
growth in almost any body. These are 
ingredients that can be acquired. They 
are mainly attitudes and attitudes can be 
developed and changed. Let's look at 
them. 
1. Purpose 
A church should know why it exists. 
We do not exist just to meet with our 
friends and maintain our building. We 
are here on earth to glorify God, to rep-
resent Jesus Christ. When we represent 
the King in the right light, some people 
will be drawn to that light. We exist then, 
to let our light shine. A shining light that 
draws people in an ever darkening world 
will produce growth. 
In nature, there is a truth about growth 
that applies to the church: Things must 
grow or they die. Growth and reproduc-
tion are normal functions of living enti-
ties. Growth and reproduction are not just 
the evidence of life, they represent one 
purpose of life. When growth and repro-
duction stop, technically a death has 
occurred. Some life signs may remain for 
awhile but the spirit has departed. 
There once was a Kansas farmer who 
year after year harvested no crop. His 
banker finally called him in for a heart-to-
heart talk. The farmer explained that he 
was fully aware that he had not grown 
anything for years. But he said that he 
and his family had grown personally and 
were all better people than they were sev-
eral years ago. He had no real plans to 
plant or harvest next year but asked the 
bank to continue to loan him money. 
That sounds ridiculous doesn't it? But 
there are many churches that have had 
no harvest or growth for years. Not only 
that, they have no plans for growing. 
They have lost their sense of purpose. 
They think God will be happy if they are 
all better persons than they were a year or 
so ago. 
Jesus taught that we have a purpose 
and part of that purpose involves growth 
and reproduction. It is the very first com-
mandment. 
2. Flexibility 
Growth always brings change. If we 
are unwilling to change, we will not be 
able to sustain growth. As new people 
come, we should affect them. But they 
will also affect us. Like additional chil-
dren change our marriages, additional 
people change our churches. Change 
caused by growth should not be viewed 
as a threat but as a blessing. 
Flexibility allows a church to move 
from a single cell to a multi-cell mode. It 
realizes and accepts that in a growing 
body there will come a time when we can 
not attend everything the church offers. 
We cannot be involved in all the different 
groups. There may be people we don't 
know very well in church. This should 
produce joy not guilt. It means we are 
growing up. 
This attitude of flexibility requires a 
people who are secure in their identity. 
Only a secure people can handle the 
diverse unity and change that comes from 
adding new and different people to the 
body. 
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Flexibility springing from security 
requires a people willing to distinguish 
between three main themes of Scripture: 
theology, morality, and practice. Theolo-
gy remains constant; God's character 
does not change. Morality remains con-
stant; God's law does not change. It is a 
reflection of his character. 
But practice is a different story. Prac-
tices have, can, and should change with 
time. Many practices are maintained in 
the church for no better reason than "that 
is the way we have always done it." It is 
appropriate, maybe even preferable, to 
find "dynamic equivalents" that allow the 
principle of the practice to come through 
in some new way. In order to grow we 
need to learn that the principle is more 
important than the practice. 
New people often question why things 
are done a certain way. That is a healthy 
question. New people bring fresh ideas. 
When the body is flexible an exciting 
new blend can take place that is of bene-
fit to all. 
3. Maturity 
Maturity is not so much getting older 
as it is getting wiser. Maturity has little to 
do with age. It is the ability to focus on 
the things that really matter. Maturity 
causes us to cease majoring on the minors. 
It helps us to speak the truth in love, an 
almost lost art in the world today. It helps 
us to look past the things in people that 
Jesus would look past. It helps us to see 
the needs that Jesus would see. It helps us 
to do the ministry that Jesus would do. 
Maturity helps us to wisely handle 
conflicts that arise. Conflicts are a natural 
part of growing up in this world. The way 
we handle our differences is definitely a 
sign of our maturity. Our maturity or lack 
of it will be sensed by people coming into 
our churches. It will either draw or repel 
newcomers. 
4. Atmosphere 
Testimonies from newcomers at Zion 
often speak of a real and felt atmosphere 
of love and acceptance. Many have men-
tioned a "feeling" they experienced even 
as they walked through the church doors. 
They often describe something like a 
sense of "peace" or "quiet joy" or a 
"sense of rightness." 
This comes not only from the Spirit of 
God in the individual believers but the 
spirit of friendship and peace between 
individual believers. This cannot be "put 
on" or "artificial." It must be real and sin-
cere. A body that will leam to sincerely 
love one another even when there are dis-
HAVING VISION is 
risky because not 
everyone will see 








agreements or differences of opinion can 
have an atmosphere of true love. 
This is not unanimity. We are hardly 
ever unanimous. This is not uniformity. 
We do not expect everyone to look and 
act the same. It is biblical unity. We are 
different but one. We are diverse but uni-
fied. 
No smoldering resentments pollute the 
atmosphere of the Spirit. No bitter power 
struggles compete with the power of the 
Spirit. No loud disputing disturbs the 
peace of the Spirit. The atmosphere is 
safe, even healthy to breathe. That clean 
air can be sensed and felt. 
5. Generosity 
Let's face it, growth costs money just 
like new babies cost money. If we are 
going to grow new Christians, it is going 
to cost us something. It takes time to 
teach new Christians about giving. While 
they are gradually learning, the needs of 
the church increase immediately. 
In the mature body there will be a rec-
ognition of this increased need and a 
striving to meet it just like there would be 
in a healthy family where new babies 
were born. Not many of us complain 
about what the new baby is costing. We 
are not surprised when a newborn has 
needs that they themselves cannot meet. 
We expect this to be true and even plan 
for it. 
The opposite happens in the dying 
church. New people often are resented 
when they begin to cost more than a 
handshake and a smile. If a church re-
mains unwilling to increase its level of 
sacrifice for the newcomers, and if they 
will not do it joyfully, growth will be 
stunted. We simply must be willing to 
give with joy to our growing church all 
the same things we would give to our 
children or grandchildren. That includes 
nourishment, money, space, time, love, 
and attention. 
6. Vision 
Vision allows us to look down the 
road a piece. It gets the focus off of the 
past and onto the future. It allows us to 
grow older gracefully while we continue 
to lead boldly and wisely. 
Vision is open to expansion because it 
looks into the future with hope. Vision 
encourages us to build the church both 
up and out. It looks at not only the present 
needs but at future needs as well. Vision 
means that there is always someone ask-
ing the question, "What's next?" 
Having vision is risky because not 
everyone will see it the same. In the 
growing church, visionaries are usually 
respected. In the dying church, visionar-
ies are usually ridiculed. 
Without vision, the focus naturally 
becomes inward. Ingrown things cause 
pain in our physical bodies and become 
easily infected. Ingrown churches have 
the same problem. They often infect their 
communities much more than they ever 
affect them. 
True vision will produce a people that 
see the real action of Christianity as tak-
ing place outside of the church walls dur-
ing the week. People of vision will be out 
salting their communities as they are 
drawing people to the Light. They will be 
an inviting people. 
In summary: The very first command-
ment calls us to grow. Things must grow 
or they die. Growth always brings 
change. We are called to be much more 
than just a warm body. 
We can grow if we are willing to do 
the work of having godly attitudes. Pur-
pose, flexibility, maturity, atmosphere, 
generosity, and vision take effort, but 
they can stimulate fruitful growth. 
The biggest question is this: Are we 
willing to obey the very first command-
ment of Scripture in our local congrega-
tions today? Will we truly "be fruitful 
and increase in number." It's our deci-
sion. 
Ron Bowell pastors the Zion Brethren in 
Christ Church, Abilene, Kansas. The article 
was commissioned by the Board for Evange-
lism and Church Planting of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
May 1994 
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WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 
A Southern California 
perspective 
by Mary Bailey 
I was asked to write this article 
on "Who is My Neighbor" back on 
January 10, 1994.1 even had looked 
up the Scripture for the Parable of 
the Good Samaritan, Luke 10:25-37, 
and had an outline ready by January 
16. So what happened? Today is 
March 29 and I promised that I 
would have it in by the end of the 
month. 
On the morning of January 17 at 
about 4:31 a.m., most of us in 
Southern California were awakened 
by the movement of the earth. Now, 
that is not all that unusual, but this 
time we knew that depending on the 
location of the epicenter, there was 
probably major damage that would 
need to be dealt with when daylight 
came. After inspecting our own 
home for damage and determining 
that all was well, we turned on the 
TV to check the news coverage. I'm 
not sure what we expected to see, 
but reality was staring us in the face 
as we saw terrified newsmen trying 
to cover what had just happened, 
and at the same time, with broken 
voices trying to communicate with 
their families at home that they were 
OK, and hoping their families were 
OK as well. This whole time the stu-
dios were functioning on emergency 
power, and the newsroom equip-
Mary C. Bailey is a member of the Alta 
Lpma, Calif., congregation. 
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and unnerve each 
and every person 
who was in 
range. The 
rest of the 
events and the 
amounts of the destruc-
tion are now a matter of 
history, but the effect on the 
people is not. 
About 10 years ago, out of 
curiosity, I began to document in the 
margins of my Bible when each 
Scripture was used in my presence 
and by whom. On the 16th of Jan-
uary when I started this article I 
turned to the passage of the Good 
Samaritan and discovered that it had 
been used only once in the last 10 
years. During the days and weeks 
that followed the quake I had to 
wonder how many people would 
remember that Scripture, and how 
many would apply it in some way. 
The answer to that is easy, because 
during the time of disaster it is easy 
for all of us to remember who our 
neighbor is, and what we are sup-
posed to 
do about it. 
The hard part 
comes when 
there is no Hurricane Andrew, or no 
Mississippi overflowing its banks, 
or even as recently as Palm Sunday, 
a tornado tearing apart a church dur-
ing a Sunday morning service. 
Each and every day all of us trav-
el down our own road from our own 
Jerusalem to our own Jericho. And 
each day we come upon those who 
have been robbed of many things: 
pride, self-esteem, or worldly pos-
sessions. On each of these trips we 
must make a decision: Do we pass 
by on the other side, or do we stop 
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and lend assistance? What makes 
this so tough at times is that the 
need may not come in the form of a 
natural disaster, but rather a "neigh-
bor" who always needs something at 
an inconvenient time, or a "neigh-
bor" without a home, or a "neigh-
bor" whose financial need is greater 
than our own. Recently, a cartoon 
strip in our local paper pointed out 
that our modern conveniences allow 
us to determine how much we 
expose ourselves to our neighbors: 
The garage door opener allows us to 
drive into the garage and close the 
door immediately behind us thus 
avoiding our neighbor. The answer-
ing machine allows us to screen 
calls, thereby avoiding conversa-
tions that might make us feel 
uncomfortable. And last but not 
least, our air conditioners give us 
the freedom to stay indoors on warm 
nights rather than sitting out on the 
porch or visiting with our neighbors. 
As the cartoon pointed out, all of 
these gadgets are convenient, but do 
they allow us a '90s version of 
"passing by on the other side"? 
I know that I would have to plead 
guilty from time to time. It was 
much easier to write out a check to 
Mennonite Disaster Service for 
earthquake relief than to tell my 
next-door neighbor to call if she 
needed help over the weekend. After 
all, it's Easter weekend, Maundy 
Thursday services, footwashing, 
Good Friday, Easter Sunday's two 
services, and dinner with the family. 
How will I find time to help her if 
she really needs me? After all, she's 
only a single mom having some 
minor surgery. 
Have we forgotten what the word 
brethren means, or have we just for-
gotten how to apply it? Do we teach 
our children how to serve one anoth-
er, or for that matter do we teach our 
new members what the bowl and the 
towel stand for on the church logo? 
I'm sure that many of you have 
received the same mailings over the 
past year that we have in our family. 
Many of them bring good news of 
the work of the brotherhood and the 
lives that are being touched, and we 
thank God for that. But at the same 
/ strongly believe that we are in that 
"watershed" year that the Stewardship 
Services referred to in their recent letter, 
and that the turning point we must con-
front is crucial. But how do we begin to 
address it and how do we recover the 
ministries that have been lost? 
time many of them bring news of 
ministries that are suffering, or even 
closing. Was our regional confer-
ence the only one where the dissolv-
ing of General Conference boards 
was discussed with heated passion? 
What about the most recent letters 
from Stewardship Services, and the 
Board of Administration stating 
statistics such as membership up 1.7 
percent, but giving was down 4.5 
percent?* 
It concerns me when I see and 
hear these things happening and I 
find myself falling into an ever so 
familiar trap: "Well, if I were rich, I 
could increase my giving and bail 
out some of these situations." Then 
it dawns on me. The Lord wants me 
first to pray and trust him; second, 
to serve him in every area of my 
life; and third, to tell others about 
him. If these things are in order, he 
will meet my needs and make it pos-
sible for me to meet the needs of my 
neighbor. That sounds fairly simple, 
doesn't it? And if you have been 
through tough times in your own 
household, it may not be something 
you want to hear. But you and I 
know it is the truth. What makes it 
difficult to accept is that we have 
conformed more and more to this 
world, and are less and less trans-
formed. We enjoy our creature com-
forts and are reluctant to give them 
up or set them aside. However, is it 
time that we do so? 
I strongly believe that we are in 
*Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services 
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that "watershed" year that the Stew-
ardship Services referred to in their 
recent letter, and that the turning 
point we must confront is crucial. 
But how do we begin to address it 
and how do we recover the min-
istries that have been lost? Being a 
teacher, my answer is to go back to 
teaching some of the principles of 
service and giving that seem to have 
been set aside. Go back to demon-
strating through our own actions to 
our children what service and sacri-
fice are. Begin to expect from our 
churches that all the needs will be 
met when we truly kneel before the 
Lord and humble ourselves. Don't 
get me wrong. I'm not saying that 
we need to give up all that we have. 
After all, I am writing this on a 
computer, and there would be open 
revolt if I were to get rid of it tomor-
row. But I am saying that what we 
have is a gift from God, and we 
need to openly acknowledge it, 
thank him for it, and use it to glorify 
him. 
None of this has been easy to 
write, because I'm guilty of so many 
of the things that I've pointed out. 
But writing this has reminded me of 
where I need to be and what I need 
to be doing. Each day on our own 
Jericho road, whether or not we are 
in the midst of a natural disaster, we 
will find a neighbor in some form or 
another. Some may need our time, 
some may need our physical pres-
ence, and some may need our finan-
cial help. But each is a representa-
tion of a neighbor, and after all, we 
are the "Brethren in Christ." Aren't 
we? • 
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God heard their 
prayers...and 
this is how God 
answered 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church in 
Chambersburg, Pa., was finished in 
September 1990. The church glowed with 
a special beauty. But according to Senior 
Pastor Gerald Wingert it wasn't done...it 
was just beginning. A church is more 
beautiful when it's being used. So God 
has given Pastor Gerald a prayer burden 
to see the church used...the pews 
filled...classrooms bulging with peo-
ple...and the parking lot overflowing. 
And it's happening every Thursday 
morning at 9:15 a.m. 
How the Lord works is exciting 
A big grin spread across Pastor Ger-
ald's face and his eyes lit up. "I counted 
210 cars last week. And we only have 
parking spaces for 125." Cars were 
parked along both sides of the highway, 
on a grass strip, and across the highway 
bumper to bumper in the cemetery. And 
the cars kept coming. 
Air Hill has a parking problem! But 
that's okay. Pastor Gerald is praying 
about it. And so are 40 women at their 
Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) leaders' 
meeting. The BSF membership is just 
over 300 and their goal is 450. And God 
has been answering their prayers. 
Pastor Gerald is so excited about hav-
ing the ladies at Air Hill that he is every-
where, making things run smoothly. As 
the first women arrive he is out at the 
road, putting red flags at the top of the 
hill. As the ladies leave at 11:30 a.m. he 
directs traffic so that each woman can 
safely leave the parking lot. "This is a 
positive thing for me—40 women pray-
ing each week for BSF and for Air Hill 
church. It's a tremendous spiritual re-
source. May the women of our congrega-
tion avail themselves of this opportunity 
so that our congregation will experience 
a widespread spiritual renewal." That's 
exactly what happened at the previous 
BSF host church according to several of 
its members. 
One Sunday morning in 1992 Pastor 
Gerald shared his burden for renewal 
with the congregation. "We have this 
facility and I challenge you to pray and 
ask God how we can make better use of 
it," he challenged. Across town 40 lead-
The present Air Hill church building, 
with Pastor Wingert (inset). 
ers of BSF were praying for a larger 
church. A larger church was necessary 
unless they started a waiting list. 
Two ladies prayed 
In 1986 there were only two—two 
women who met once a week and prayed. 
They asked God to send them leaders, a 
host church, and 50 women so they could 
start a BSF class in Chambersburg. They 
prayed faithfully for a year and a half and 
their numbers increased to five. God 
heard. The teaching leader God brought 
to Chambersburg was Chris Boelter. And 
things began to happen. The group dou-
bled in size. They were now 12. Bible 
study was added to the weekly prayer 
session. The ladies started holding coffee 
mornings. They invited friends, neigh-
bors and family, and told them of Bible 
Study Fellowship. 
BSF provides a way for each person to 
understand the Bible better and find it 
easier to read. It is a non-denominational, 
non-profit, international lay Christian 
organization emphasizing personal Bible 
study. Chris was quick to point out to the 
ladies, "This is not for everyone. You 
choose if you want to spend this time to 
learn about the Lord." And the ladies 
chose! They were thirsty for God's 
words. BSF was invited to use the facili-
ties of Mt. Pleasant United Brethren 
Church. The pilot program started with 
65 ladies. In the spring of 1993 approxi-
mately 300 ladies representing 50 differ-
ent churches were attending BSF. 
Prayers are answered 
Early in 1993 the BSF leaders felt the 
need to pray for a larger church. They 
also prayed that there would be a men's 
BSF in Chambersburg. They told the 
women of their prayers for a men's 
group. And Chris asked if there was just 
one lady in BSF to whom God was 
speaking who felt a God-given burden 
for a men's BSF. But she didn't mention 
the need for a larger church. 
Pastor Gerald's challenge to pray for 
the Air Hill facilities to be used was heard 
by just the right person, Mrs. Jane Funk. 
When she heard the pastor's challenge 
she was the only woman from the Air 
Hill Brethren in Christ Church who 
attended BSF. Jane immediately thought 
of Air Hill as a place for a men's BSF. So 
she told Chris about her church and about 
her pastor who felt a burden to have the 
church used for God's work. Then Chris 
told her of the women's need for a larger 
church. 
BSF is now at Air Hill each Thursday 
morning at 9:15 a.m. and the member-
ship is growing. Now they are praying 
that two men will get together each week 
to pray for a men's BSF in Chambers-
burg. 
And what is happening at Air Hill? 
The church is being used each Thursday 
morning and the parking problem is slow-
ly fading away. But that's not all. The 
church is reaching out in many ways. 
Several families in the church are devel-
oping a ministry in the low-rent area of 
Chambersburg with Carl Bert as the lead-
er. Other church members take a program 
of music and testimony to the Four States 
Christian Mission in Chambersburg. 
"We want to have a ministry here at 
the church that benefits the community," 
the senior pastor said. And so he will be 
praying about it...and the ladies will be 
praying for BSF, for Air Hill, and for a 
men's BSF...and they all know that God 
answers prayers in exciting and powerful 
ways. 
Adapted from materials submitted by Mon-
ica Hinchcliffe, Fayetteville, Pa. 




by Harvey R. Sider, 
denominational representative 
"God's Truth Transforms," the theme 
for the 52nd annual convention of the 
National Association of Evangelicals 
(NAE), focused several primary issues. 
Complementary and contrasting mes-
sages emphasized the importance of bib-
lical truth in an age of consumerism. Del-
egates wrestled with how we should 
relate to culture so that we aggressively 
and successfully win people to Christ 
while simultaneously maintaining a high 
standard of discipleship. The theme reso-
lution emphasized that God's truth trans-
forms the way the Christian lives, minis-
ters and relates to others. We were called 
to a "fresh commitment to God" and chal-
lenged to "share effectively its (God's 
Word's) power with others." 
Three other significant resolutions 
endorsed by the delegates included: guid-
ing principles about health care reform, a 
statement on the termination of medical 
treatment for terminally ill patients, and, 
as a part of the 50th anniversary of World 
Relief, a commitment to model Christ's 
concern for the needy. 
Restructuring has been a major issue 
during the past two years. The determin-
ing principle, "change is preferred to the 
status quo," embodied in a 24-page doc-
ument, moves the Board of Administra-
tion of the NAE to downsize and face the 
future with hope and vitality. Further 
transition is occurring with the search for 
a new executive director. After 28 years 
of effective leadership, Billy Melvin will 
complete his service with NAE at the 
1995 convention, scheduled for March 6-
7 in Louisville, Kentucky. 
The Brethren in Christ were actively 
represented at the Evangelical Foreign 
Missions Association by Arthur Climen-
haga, on behalf of the Board for World 
Missions, and the Social Action Com-
mittee meeting by Harriet Bicksler, on 
behalf of the Board for Brotherhood Con-
cerns. 
Convention highlights 
(compiled from NAE news releases) 
Fleshing out reconciliation 
At the first evening session of Sun-
day, March 6, the speaker, Elward Ellis, 
president of Destiny Movement, Inc., 
introduced himself not as a leader but as 
a human being with deep relations with 
family members and spiritual mentors. 
Ellis took a similar approach concern-
ing the subject of racial reconciliation. "I 
am weary of the topic," he said, "for I 
have seen several of my generation go 
early to be with the Lord while the task is 
still unfinished." He admitted being re-
luctant to speak to the convention for fear 
that only manifestoes, not action, would 
be forthcoming. 
World Relief, and all other Christian 
entities, Ellis declared, must be like the 
Lord who, in the prayer of John 17, 
expressed his determination to complete 
the work he had been sent to do. Recon-
ciliation will only occur as Christians are 
dedicated to the completion of God's 
purpose. 
Why is it, Ellis asked his audience, 
that after 300 years of coexistence, blacks 
and whites do not know each other? 
"Because we get on the freeway from two 
different entrances," he said. "We've got 
to spend some time together in each 
other's homes. We must live out the con-
tent of the gospel and go the last leg of 
the journey just as Jesus did. Partnerships, 
not strangerships, make the difference." 
"The fact is that we have been made 
one in Christ. You and I," Ellis conclud-
ed, "have to answer the question: Shall 
we be one down here?" 
Where has evangelical 
theology gone? 
David Wells, professor of historical 
and systematic theology at Gordon-Con-
well Theological Seminary, contends that 
during the past 25 years evangelicals 
have become the religious establishment, 
a title once given to liberal protestantism. 
But "we are in a fight for our evangelical 
soul," he believes. He reminded his Lead-
ership Session audience Monday morn-
ing, March 7, that "it's possible to gain 
the religious world and lose our own 
soul." 
Americans are voracious consumers, 
and unfortunately the church has been 
treating "sinners" like consumers—think-
ing the church is successful if it helps a 
large number of people meet their "felt 
needs." 
The intrusion of "marketing ethos" 
into church ministry has caused minis-
ters to become "more professional," 
although that is understood as pursuing 
specialties. 
He noted that there are many 
entrepreneurs "in ministry" today; 40 to 
50 percent of organizations are evangeli-
cal and most of those have been started 
since 1970. "It's a jungle out there"— 
once a description of the business 
world—can now be said of evangelical 
organizations. 
Wells observed that Gallup surveys 
have indicated that as much as 33 per-
cent of Americans claim to have been 
"born again." However, if you also ask 
people if they attend church regularly, 
pray regularly and manifest the "fruit of 
the Spirit," the percentage of evangeli-
cals is 8 percent and perhaps as low as 
one percent. 
He strongly suggested that we must 
recover the lost Word of God; we have a 
great number of Bibles, but we don't hear 
the Word. Wells sadly related that the 
evangelical world is bleeding and needs 




Don Argue, in his last presidential 
address as NAE's leader, reflected on 
NAE's future by recognizing that "we are 
heirs of the past, we are guardians of the 
present, and we are architects of the 
future. 
"We know the paradigms in our cul-
ture have shifted," Argue said. "If NAE is 
to provide viable/effective leadership, 
new operational and leadership para-
digms must be found. The message does 
not change, but with God's help, new 
wineskins must be found." 
As guardians of the present, Argue 
added, NAE needs "to be very sensitive 
to find ways to present our agenda with-
out losing our audience, the very people 
we want to lead and influence.... The 
challenge is to find ways to speak to the 
problems without having our actions 
speak so loudly that the people we are 
trying to reach don't hear what we are 
saying." 
What about the future? "I am very 
optimistic regarding the future witness of 
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evangelicals in this land," Argue said. 
"God does not call his people to merely 
dissent. He calls us to lead, to renew cul-
ture. The best way to drive out the bad is 
to encourage the good. Don't just write 
'ragged letters to the editor,' or picket, 
or even organize a boycott; do something 
that will make our Christian testimony 
attractive. 
"Another leadership paradigm that 
needs to be emphasized is leading rather 
than primarily reacting," Argue conclud-
ed. "We have almost unlimited potential 
to lead rather than reacting after the fact. 
As an association of evangelicals, we can, 
with God's help, be architects of the 
future." 
Logan lists keys for 
church multiplication 
Robert E. Logan, vice president of 
New Church Development, Church Re-
source Ministries, suggested three keys 
for church multiplication to an Evange-
lism and Home Missions Association lun-
cheon, March 7: spiritual empowerment, 
apostolic leadership and reproducible sys-
tems. 
"If we don't have the power of God in 
our midst, then we might as well pack it 
up and go home," Logan urged. The Holy 
Spirit itself is what empowers church 
multiplication. The kingdom of God 
advances when people's hearts break and 
they are moved to repentance and prayer. 
Also critical are catalytic or apostolic 
leaders. "Unless a denomination has that 
type of person emerging, there is no 
movement," Logan said. "Do you have 
those types in your denomination?" They 
may be mavericks, Logan added, but they 
are driven by a passion to reach lost peo-
ple. 
"I believe God is calling us to an 
entirely new level of commitment when it 
comes to church planting," Logan con-
cluded. 
Land calls for reformation 
With reference to Charles Dickens' 
"best of times, worst of times" descrip-
tion of France at the time of the French 
The business session of the National Association of Evangel-
icals adopted the following position paper, which reflects the 
1994 convention theme, "God's Truth Transforms," and three 
resolutions, two of which are printed below. 
God's Truth Transforms 
Trends within our society are destroying the moral quality of 
life we have valued in this country. The media remind us daily 
that such areas as violence, abortion, drug abuse, child abuse, 
alcoholism, divorce, promiscuity, rebellion, racism, and crime 
are impacting our lives and our communities as never before. 
The problems created by such conduct are overwhelming and 
some leaders have suggested that adequate solutions are beyond 
reach. A sense of pessimism dwells in the hearts of many. 
Although we acknowledge that our nation is in a serious moral 
and spiritual decline, we do not accept the idea that there is no 
adequate solution for the ills that confront us. Our Christian 
faith is one of hope. When God's Word is obeyed, there is no 
problem that cannot be resolved. 
The National Association of Evangelicals (NAE) believes 
this is a strategic time for Christians to share their faith in Christ 
and the truth of God's Word. People are looking for answers and 
we desire to share patiently and persistently with them the help 
and hope we have found in God's Word. 
Our confidence in God and in his Word is absolute. We 
believe the Bible to be the infallible Word of God to mankind, 
completely sufficient for all to face and deal with every area of 
life in a manner that pleases God, to produce reverence for his 
Name, and to live a Christlike life. 
Unfortunately, there are those who deny that God's truth can 
transform. They suggest there are equally good, if not superior, 
ways to find healing in a broken world and that there is no need 
to turn to God or his Word. 
We must, therefore, vigorously communicate God's truth, 
testing everything by Scripture. At the same time, we must be 
good and faithful representatives of the faith we proclaim, 
demonstrating the transforming power of God's Word. 
Power to transform how we live. At a time when we are 
experiencing a rising tide of iniquity in our nation (2 Tim. 3:13), 
the truth that all may be reconciled by God's love (John 3:16) 
and transformed through the power of the gospel (Rom. 1:16; 2 
Cor. 5:17) is our message to the unsaved. The only hope for 
those alienated from their Creator and their fellow citizens is 
redemption through Jesus Christ. To communicate this message 
effectively, we must model the transforming power of the gospel 
(Rom. 12:2), reflecting a Christlike spirit in how we live (Phil. 
2:5). 
Power to transform how we minister. Our ministries must 
always be built on principles based on the Word of God. Quan-
titative church growth is desirable, but never at the expense of 
truth. We must also be sensitive to how the Holy Spirit is work-
ing in the world and respond accordingly. At a time when the 
world is rapidly becoming a "global village," it is critical that we 
minister to all ethnic groups, as well as the poor and needy. 
This requires that we reach out to the inner cities of our nation 
by sharing both resources and personnel with those who live and 
work there. 
Power to transform how we relate to one another. The Body 
of Christ is one. "There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, 
male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). 
As members of Christ's Body, we are to love one another with-
out regard to race, social status, or gender. Whenever the sins of 
racism and social injustice are found, they must be exposed and 
forsaken. Failure to relate lovingly to every member of the 
church, which is his Body, constitutes a rejection of God's will 
and brings scandal to the very gospel we proclaim. 
Knowing, then, the power of God's truth to transform, we 
unite as members of the National Association of Evangelicals in 
a fresh commitment of ourselves to God. Our fervent desire is 
that our lives be transformed by God's Word and that we share 
effectively its transforming power with others. 
Health Care Reform 
The Congress of the United States is considering various 
health care reform proposals which will affect every American, 
all businesses, and most institutions, including church-related 
hospitals and clinics. 
The need for change seems evident. Health care inflation 
rates are nearly double that of general inflationary rates. In addi-
tion, it is troubling that so many Americans are without health 
insurance—some voluntarily, others for short periods of time, 
still others due to unemployment and factors beyond their con-
trol, and millions because they are uninsurable. The National 
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Revolution, Richard Land called upon 
evangelical Christians to be "salt and 
light" in America. Land, executive direc-
tor of the Christian Life Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention, said of 
Christians, "We have the answer as we 
take the gospel to our nation." 
Revival that leads to "reformation" is 
what the nation needs, Land said. "Re-
form plus revival equals reformation," 
Land said. We have witnessed the 
"downward spiral of sin" described in 
Romans 1 during the latter half of the 
20th century, and "nowhere has this 
impact of sin been greater than on the 
family in America." 
Land condemned those who say we 
cannot legislate morality; they're accept-
ing a "pervasive myth." Referring to the 
accomplishments of the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1960s as an example 
of legislated morality, he warned that if 
we take away government's power to leg-
islate on moral issues, "we take away the 
purpose for which God, according to 
Romans 13, has given us government." 
Being God's servants 
At Monday's public evening session, 
O.S. Hawkins, pastor of the 25,000-mem-
ber First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
opened his presentation by recalling the 
necessary dry-docking of boats for the 
purpose of removing barnacles from their 
hulls. In like fashion, he declared Chris-
tians must occasionally take time to 
remove unwanted impediments from 
their lives. 
Hawkins suggested that evangelicals 
may need to cleanse themselves of any 
barriers to full ministry. He observed how 
important it was for careful re-examina-
tion of an individual's dedication before 
returning to the work of evangelization. 
Winning the lost requires contemporary, 
submissive servants with an eternal pur-
pose...to make a significant and eternal 
difference. • 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE), therefore, welcomes health 
care reform and suggests the following principles should guide 
the debate: 
• Abortion is not health care. Any health care plan which 
includes coverage for elective abortion should be rejected. This 
includes abortion referral, payment for abortion, or the training 
of medical personnel for abortion practices. 
• Euthanasia should never be endorsed by government or 
surrogates, including mandatory health alliances. Furthermore, 
the right of people with disabilities to adequate medical care 
must be safeguarded. Budgetary caps could eventually require 
health care rationing; and if universal rationing of medical ser-
vices occurs without government prohibition of euthanasia and 
protection of people with disabilities, the nation could enter a 
slippery slope toward an unacceptable "quality of life" ethic. 
• Any health care plan should reinforce, not undermine, per-
sonal responsibility. Persons who engage in behavior which 
adversely affects their health, such as smoking, drug and alcohol 
abuse, promiscuity, and over-eating, should be responsible for 
the additional medical liability. 
• Since the cost of health care has risen significantly because 
of medical malpractice insurance, apparent frivolous claims, 
and extreme awards, corrective action through judicial and tort 
law reform is necessary without compromising the ability of 
injured persons to receive just compensation. 
Recognizing the need for health care reforms and the desire 
to make health care available to all but also recognizing the 
complexity of the challenge, the National Association of Evan-
gelicals (NAE) calls upon the President and members of 
Congress to diligently seek to make health care accessible to all; 
to promote judicial and tort law reform which will bring into bal-
ance legitimate claims and fair compensation; to enlist the coun-
sel and help of governmental institutions, social agencies, insur-
ance companies and churches to establish health care provisions 
which will maximize the creativity of the private sector while 
minimizing governmental control. 
Termination of Medical Treatment 
Human beings are made in the image of God and are, there-
fore, of inestimable worth. God has given people the highest dig-
nity of all creation. Such human dignity prohibits euthanasia, that 
is, actively causing a person's death. 
In the past 30 years, medical technology has developed sys-
tems that have enabled physicians to more effectively care for 
their patients and save lives that would otherwise be lost. How-
ever, this technology has also resulted in the possibility of pro-
longing the dying process beyond its normal course. This often 
causes great suffering, not only for the patient, but also for the 
family, friends and caregivers. 
Such technology also raises moral questions. For example, is 
it moral to withdraw a life-support system which is believed to 
be an inappropriate extension of the dying process? The Nation-
al Association of Evangelicals (NAE) believes that in cases 
where patients are terminally ill, death appears imminent, and 
treatment offers no medical hope for a cure, it is morally appro-
priate to request the withdrawal of life-support systems, allow-
ing natural death to occur. In such cases, every effort should be 
made to keep the patient free of pain and suffering, with emo-
tional and spiritual support being provided until the patient dies. 
When a person's cerebral cortex dies, is it moral for the fam-
ily or medical staff to withdraw life-support systems? The 
National Association of Evangelicals believes that in cases where 
extensive brain injury has occurred and there is clear medical 
indication that the patient has suffered brain death (permanent 
unconscious state), no medical treatment can reverse the process. 
(Brain death is not the equivalent of a coma. A patient might 
awaken from a coma, but not from brain death.) Removal of any 
life-support system at this time is morally appropriate and allows 
the dying process to proceed. Under such circumstances, appro-
priate action is best taken where there is guidance from a signed 
"living will" or a durable power of attorney for health care. 
Where there is no "living will" or durable power of attorney for 
health care, the decision to withdraw life support should be 
made by the family and/or closest friends in consultation with a 
member of the clergy, when available, and the medical staff. 
NAE acknowledges that the withdrawal of life-support sys-
tems is an emotional and difficult issue. However, we believe 
that medical treatment that serves only to prolong the dying 
process has little value. It is better that the dying process be 
allowed to continue and the patient permitted to die. 
This is especially true of those who know Jesus Christ as Sav-
ior and Lord. For as the Apostle Paul said: "To be absent from 
the body is to be present with the Lord" (2 Cor. 5:8). • 
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was still dark as 
we raced on the dirt road 
through the scrubby mapane trees and 
past the great, red termite hills. An 
occasional village flashed by us. 
Everything was still and quiet in the 
pre-dawn except for the cock's crow 
and the wind in my ears. The granite 
kopjes in the distance, still precari-
ously balanced like a child's blocks 
after a thousand years, seemed to be 
ablaze. The great, bald, granite rocks 
and umbrellaed silhouette of the aca-
cia trees were "standing to" like sol-
diers in the morning mist. They were 
clearly projected now as the horizon 
that touched the great rocks began to 
crack open and spill a blood-like taint 
upon them. 
The air was still crisp and cool this 
early in the newly-started day. A chill 
ran through me as I sat in the back of 
the open, racing truck crowded with 
tools and a short ladder. We arrived at 
the new Sibona Church as the day 
was being born and could see the 
squat structure of newly burnt bricks 
Gordon Bartel writes from Mtshabezi Hos-
pital, Zimbabwe. 
on one side of the field. 
From a distance the new 
building looked abandoned with 
its missing doors, windows, and 
open skyline grinning like a tooth-
less child. But we hoped by the time 
darkness came again it would be 
transformed into the structure that 
would resemble the Church of 
Sibona. 
The roofing materials had not been 
delivered to the church site as we had 
hoped, to enable us a quick start. It 
was a large building running 25 by 
10 meters. The task of finishing the 
entire roof in one day seemed a bit 
ambitious for just three missionar-
ies—myself, Jake Shenk, and his son 
Donald—along with whatever help 
showed up from the congregation. We 
aroused the pastor and his family 
from the nearby village, where we 
also found all the materials stored. 
We were able to have him coordinate 
the moving of the materials the one 
km to the church site while we took 
just enough timber over in the truck to 
start the job. 
As I stood on top of the one brick-
wide wall that seemed to sway with 
every breeze, I had an unsurpassed 
view in all directions and watched the 
day unfold. The church stood atop a 
small hill close to a primary and sec-
ondary school. Amongst the open 
landscape dotted with stunted trees 
you could see villages in the distant 
dips and hilltops defined by the thick 
thorn and brush fences that surround-
ed them. Off to the north there was 
the faint shimmer of the Sibona Dam, 
the great earth wall that supported it, 
my 
by Gordon Bartel 
and the huge, bald, granite kopje that 
lorded over it. 
It was a cooler day. Heavy, dark 
cumulus clouds passed, it seemed, 
just over our heads and reached out in 
waves like the tide on the beach. 
Behind me the bush seemed to awak-
en. People started coming in from all 
directions, heeding the pastor's call, 
each with a certain task to perform. 
Each carried timbers, roofing, and 
ladders while six or seven together 
carried each of the great trusses for 
the roof. 
Women soon began to arrive. They 
easily balanced pails, bowls and black 
three-legged cast-iron cooking pots 
on top of their heads while carrying a 
IT SEEMS THAT MANY 
OF us these days are 
looking for a 
church that will 
meet all of our own 
needs without us 
having to put much 
effort into it.... 
It's important that 
you're involved in 
building God's 
kingdom. 
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small child on their backs. The 
kitchen soon was set up nearby under 
the supervision of the older women in 
the shade of a large spreading tree. 
The ground was swept meticulously 
clean. It became clear that prepara-
tions were being made for a big feast. 
We started slowly setting up the 
timbers. I noticed that even though 
there was an abundance of help, most 
preferred to help from the ground. 
There was a good deal of respect for 
the men who understood how to work 
with wood and those who could climb 
freely through the great trusses. The 
site soon turned lively with cooking 
fires nearby, children and dogs run-
ning about, and the hustle of the 
building going on. Small groups of 
white-haired khulus sat in the build-
ing's corners and discussed and 
argued with some of the younger men 
about how things should be done. 
In the midst of all the activity two 
men walked up and tied a black goat 
to a nearby tree. Donald Shenk smiled 
broadly and turned toward me say-
ing, "There's lunch!" 
Five hours later, after an aggres-
sive start on the huge roof, lunch was 
served. In a small study in the front of 
the still roofless building, the dirt 
floor had been swept clean and chairs 
and a small table had been brought 
in from some nearby village for just 
the three of us missionaries to use for 
dinner—the place of honor. We were 
served in true Ndebele fashion. As 
we sat back, each dish was served to 
us by a young woman who knelt 
before us, head bowed, and offered a 
multitude of dishes from the roasted 
goat to coleslaw salad, fried potatoes, 
noodles, and on it went. I was sur-
prised that such a large variety could 
come from the bush where the people 
have only the basic necessities of 
their huts and a fire. There are no 
other modern conveniences. 
The building went on all afternoon. 
From my perch up top I noticed, not 
surprisingly, that the crowd had 
swelled before and thinned consider-
ably after lunch. At the end of the 
normal working day, with their pots 
stored away and the kitchen area 
cleaned up, the women prepared to 
leave. But before they left they began 
to sing. The roof was nearly com-
plete. Despite the dirt floor and miss-
ing windows and doors they could 
soon hold worship services in their 
new church. They moved in single 
file and began to sing a praise song. 
The procession danced and marched 
around their new building. The young 
and the old sang together in that true 
African fashion that has to be heard to 
be appreciated. Its a cappella beauty 
is beyond words to describe. They 
continued to sing and dance, thanking 
us for coming to help and praising 
God's faithfulness. This was the 
African praise song. 
We continued working as the sun 
set and the line of singing women 
slipped away over the hilltop. The 
wind gusted by my face while I 
watched the last ones disappear, pots 
still perfectly balanced. I was deeply 
moved by the simple gesture that 
these women had made. They had 
given what they could and had freely 
shared with us the best of what they 
had. These were the people of Sibona 
Church. 
The last of the roofing sheets went 
on well after dark by the lights of the 
truck, which was perched upward on 
a dirt pile, illuminating the last corner. 
The final nails were driven home. 
It takes many people to build a 
church physically and spiritually. 
From the person back home who is 
praying for the people and preparing 
the way, to the evangelists who come 
and plant the seeds. Many more come 
and take part in the harvest. Still oth-
ers come physically to work along-
side the people so that they may know 
the great power and extent of God's 
love. 
Each role is an important one and 
an intricate part, for the building can-
not progress without the fulfillment 
of each. Some may never be noticed 
in the end and sadly the praise song 
may be sung to only a few. But each 
part is vital to the growth and well-
being of the church. The church is not 
a perpetual thing, but needs constant 
care and growth or else, like all living 
things that are neglected, it will soon 
wither and die. 
It seems that many of us these days 
are looking for a church that will meet 
all of our own needs without us hav-
ing to put much effort into it. I want 
to encourage and challenge each one 
of you to become part of this ongoing 
building process whether it's in your 
home church, neighborhood commu-
nity, or helping those abroad. It's 
important that you're involved in the 
building of God's kingdom and reap-
ing the blessing and fulfillment that 
God promises us. 
If you're not sure what you can do, 
just drop by for a visit and I'll show 
you a small church group under a tree 
that would be happy for you to come; 







Watch for more information next month 
For only 27.4 cents a day, or only $100.00 a year—you can support 
one student. If you can't wait until next month, call (717) 697-2634. 
Ask for A. J. for details. 
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Following the footsteps 
Becky Shenk—Wanezi Mission, Zimbabwe 
During the second week of the school 
break we accompanied our district over-
seer and his wife on a visit to a village at 
Zaka, about 200 miles from here, where a 
church is beginning to grow. The area is 
quite primitive, and the people—Shona 
by tribe—are very poor. Rev. Ziduli had 
been to Zaka once before, but this was the 
first visit for Mrs. Ziduli and for us. We 
were accompanied by Daniel Fiti, fluent 
in the Shona language, who acted as 
interpreter for the rest of us. 
We found there a small group of 
believers in a village which appeared to 
be one of the poorest in the area. There 
were two small houses and three gra-
naries but no livestock, not even a single 
chicken. 
It rained most of the time during our 
visit, so all of the services were held in 
one of the huts. During one service 41 
people were packed into the house! We 
had a good weekend of services, and we 
learned much about the Shona people and 
their culture. 
Arriving back home at Wanezi, the 
Zidulis told us that we had done just what 
the first missionaries used to do. They 
themselves had a new appreciation for 
what it must have been like for the first 
Brethren in Christ missionaries who came 
to this country. Going into a Shona area 
as we did was as much a cross-cultural 
experience for the Zidulis as it was for us. 
We hope and pray that this small 
group at Zaka will grow and provide a 
doorway through which the Brethren in 
Christ can reach out and establish a grow-
ing ministry among the Shona people. 
Testimony 
Eva Lewis—Macha Hospital, Zambia 
On January 28, a clinical conference 
on diabetes was held at the hospital. The 
patient was Tabitha Moono, 42 years old. 
Tabitha had been in the third class of 
nursing students, who studied at Macha in 
the late 1960s. She had been diabetic 
when we accepted her as a student (the 
onset of the disease occurred when she 
was 13 years old). But she took insulin 
daily and was problem-free the entire two 
years she was with us. 
After she left Macha, she went to 
work. She eventually married and had 
two children, the last born in Kitwe in 
1986. After the delivery she developed 
an ulcerated foot, and consequently her 
right leg was amputated above the knee. 
Her husband soon brought Tabitha and 
The Ministry off Reconci l iat ion: 
Ambassadors for Christ in Church and Society 
June 9-11,1994 • Eastern College, St. Davids, Pa. 
Sponsored by: Lombard Mennonite Peace Center 
Co-sponsored by: Board for Brotherhood Concerns-BIC 
The Ministry of Reconciliation conference will equip you to resolve conflict 
using biblical principles. 
Keynote speakers include: 
• Edwin Friedman 
• Gretchen Gaebelein Hull 
• Ron Sider 
• Nadine Smith-Bulford 
• Myron Augsburger 
Forty-six workshops will focus on 
specific areas of interest, including: 
• Family Systems Theory and Church Conflict 
• Confronting Clergy Sexual Misconduct 
• Overcoming Racial and Ethnic Conflict 
For a registration brochure, call (708) 627-5310; or write to: 
The Ministry of Reconciliation, 528 E. Madison, Lombard, IL 60148. 
Graphic used by permission of David Martin and Lutheran Peace Fellowship. 
the two children to her family's home at 
Choma and left them. 
In 1990 Tabitha lost her sight and 
ended up in a wheelchair. Now her left 
foot is ulcerated, and she came to Macha 
for treatment. When I visited her in the 
hospital, Tabitha recognized my voice 
(she had heard it often when I had taught 
her from 1969-1971). She told me that 
one of the things that encourages her 
most is the words of the songs she learned 
in our Saturday evening music classes, 
conducted in those days by Eva Mae 
Peters and Mary Heisey. 
During the clinical conference the 
nurses and doctors questioned her about 
her life: When did her husband leave? 
Does she hear from him? Does he see the 
children? The answer was no, no, no. 
Then one of the nurses asked, "How 
do you feel about your condition?" 
Tabitha's clear, soprano voice rang 
out in song, and the classroom fell silent: 
/ care not today what tomorrow may 
bring 
If shadows, or sunshine, or rain 
The Lord, I know, ruleth o 'er every-
thing 
And all of my worry is vain. 
Living by faith in Jesus above, 
Trusting, confiding in his great love; 
Safe from all harm in his sheltering 
arm; 
I'm living by faith and feel no alarm. 
She sang another verse: 
The Lord will return to the earth some 
sweet day 
And my troubles will then all be 
o'er.... 
The words escape me, but they didn't 
Tabitha. Eva Mae Peters had taught her 
class that song those many years ago. 
After Tabitha finished the song, I shared 
with her that Sister Peters also had known 
the frustration of physical limitations and 
that she had gone home to be with the 
Lord since I left the States last year. 
No more questions were asked. 
Tabitha had answered them eloquently. 
What a beautiful testimony of God's 
grace! 
Dreams 
Merly Bundy—Madrid, Spain 
Does the Lord still speak through 
dreams? I had an unusual dream one Sat-
urday night. Our family was on top of a 
very tall building which overlooked a 
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large city. We could hear the Lord saying 
to us, "Step out into the air, and I will 
carry you." 
I said to Bruce, "We can't step out. 
We'll fall and kill ourselves." 
Bruce answered, "If the Lord says to 
step out, we should. Let's go." 
At that moment Bruce grabbed Cristi-
na and me, and we started floating over 
the city. I remember being afraid to look 
down. I also remember marveling as to 
why I could walk on air through the 
Lord's help, but I couldn't bring my 
neighbors to Christ. 
We finally landed on a hotel where 
the Lord used me in a special way to help 
a girl in distress. 
Is the Lord trying to tell us something? 
The very next morning the message at 
church was on stepping out in faith and 
living boldly for the Lord. 
Thanks for being partners with us in 
Spain. I have often said that without your 
prayers we would surely have left long 
ago. • 
General Conference Information 
The deadline for registration is soon—June 1. The January 
issue of the Evangelical Visitor had a registration form. Ask 
your pastor for extra copies. 
Those who need transportation from the Harrisburg airport 
should be sure to fill out and send in FORM B to Jim Hess. 
The main registration form, FORM A, should be sent to Barb 
Heinemann, Registrar, by June 1. A separate form should be 
filled out for each man, woman, and child attending General 
Conference, including those commuting from their homes. 
The only exceptions are those attending evening sessions. 
Registration at Conference will be on Friday evening, July 
1, from 4:30-9:00 p.m., and on Saturday morning from 8:00 to 
9:30 a.m. You will save time in the registration line if you 
send your payment to Barb Heinemann ahead of time. All per-
sons, including those in pre-conference sessions, will register 
for General Conference at the above times. 
Please note: To order the package meal plans, you must 
have at least the minimum amount of meals required (10 for 
two-meal plan or 15 for the three-meal plan). If meals for 
these plans are not used, we cannot reimburse you for the 
missed meals. Please do not ask for this; we cannot consider 
any exceptions. 
The first business session will convene at 10:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, July 2. Some very important items of business will 
be considered in that opening session, and all members of 
Conference are expected to be present. All voting members 
should plan to attend all business sessions unless excused by 
the General Secretary or the Moderator. 
Regarding air-conditioned rooms—Since the publication 
of last month's information, more air-conditioned rooms have 
been made available for use during General Conference. We 
expect to be able to accommodate everyone's personal 
request. 
You will be able to check into your room upon arrival. 
Those arriving at unusual hours should be sure to check in 
with the Messiah College Public Safety Office inside the 
main entrance of Eisenhower Campus Center. Someone is 
available at this office 24 hours a day and will be able to let 
you into your room. 
Parents who will be having children sleeping on the floor 
of their rooms, be sure to bring bedding. Linens will not be 
available to them. 
When you check into your room, check carefully for bro-
ken or missing furnishings and report such within 24 hours to 
the Assistant Convention Director, Ken Letner. This is very 
important. 
If you do not have General Conference programs, they 
should be in your hands soon. 
If you find it necessary 
to cancel a paid registra-
tion, full refunds will be 
made if the cancellation 
is made to the registrar, 
Barb Heinemann, by June 
25. No refunds after June 
25 except in emergencies. 
Because of postal delays, please 
make any cancellations after June 10 
by phone. 
Please note the fees for child care (ages 0-4), which will be 
announced later; children's activities (5-12) U.S.$12.50, and 
the youth activities (12-18) U.S.$40.00. A full program is 
being planned for the children (5-12) and youth (12-18) and 
thus the need for the fees. Children's activities will coincide 
with General Conference business sessions. Care will only be 
available during a few evening sessions. Check the schedule 
when you register. 
Table rental for exhibit areas is $22.00 per 8-foot table 
needed. Make your request to the Convention Director. Please 
indicate any need of an electric outlet. Make your check or 
money order, in U.S. funds, payable to "General Conference." 
Permanent seating will be assigned for all voting members 
of General Conference in the Saturday morning session. You 
will be able to mark the seat you wish to sit on before that, on 
either Friday evening or Saturday morning. 
For more information, check previous issues of the Visitor, 
starting with January 1994. Or, for registration questions, 
contact Barb Heinemann, Registrar, (717) 697-2634 (between 
8:30-5:00). For all other questions, contact the Convention 
Director, Ken Mark, 304 Berkshire Rd., Mechanicsburg PA 
17055. Phone: (717) 766-0403. You may leave a recorded 
message. 
Children's program 
"Friends and Neighbors" is the theme of General Confer-
ence Children's Ministries. Age-appropriate sessions will 
include songs, missionary stories, crafts and activities with a 
multicultural focus. Daily recreation, snacks, and a variety of 
evening entertainment will be provided. Children's programs 
generally coincide with business sessions. Please be sure to 
register all children on the conference registration form. The 
U.S.$12.50 fee includes most program expenses. However, an 
additional small fee may be charged for optional activities. 
Children can anticipate a stimulating week with opportunities 
to make new friends as they learn about our neighbors in 
Christ from around the world. 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Air Hill congregation, 
Chambersburg, Pa., had revival ser-
vices Mar. 6-9 with Steven Munger. 
Apr. 17 was Rally Day with the 
Morley Family Singers and Hand-
bell Choir. • The Chambersburg 
church has announced the installa-
tion of Pastor Stuart Kelly for June 
26. • Member Scott Miles of the 
Fairview Ave. congregation, 
Waynesboro, Pa., traveled to Russia 
Mar. 9-28 to train high school teach-
ers through the International School 
of Ministry. • The Five Forks 
church, Waynesboro, Pa., gave the 
musical drama "Who Will Call Him 
King of Kings?" on Apr. 3. • Boys 
and girls in the Jet Cadet program of 
the HoIIowell church, Waynesboro, 
had mini-retreats in March. The 
Camp Joy-El drama team presented 
"The Pawn" on Mar. 13. • Two new 
pews were purchased recently by the 
Martinsburg, Pa., church, one by 
the jr. high class. Two persons were 
baptized Mar. 20. 
The New Guilford congrega-
tion, Chambersburg, Pa., has a new 
Sunday school class held during the 
worship hour for physically or men-
tally challenged people. The chil-
dren presented "G.T. and the Halo 
Express" on Mar. 19, 20. • "He Has 
Made Everything Beautiful In Its 
Time" was the theme for the 
Paramount congregation, Hagers-
Position Open 
Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church 
Full-time staff position 
as Minister of Music begin-
ning this summer. Appli-
cants should possess a 
Masters Degree with a 
preferred emphasis in 
choral conducting as well 
as actual experience in the 
field of church music. An 
exciting opportunity to be 
part of a committed staff 
in a growing, vision-orient-
ed congregation. 
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town, Md., as family and friends 
joined former pastors Ralph Wenger 
and Jim Ernst and present pastor Jim 
Stauffer on Mar. 20. Also sharing in 
this 25th anniversary celebration 
were Revs. Don Shafer, Henry Gin-
der, H. Frank Kipe, and Steve Baer. 
A slide presentation and balloon 
release were among the highlights. 
New records in attendance (312) and 
giving ($13,000 toward debt retire-
ment) were set. 
Bill Gruver spoke at the Easter 
sunrise service of the South Moun-
tain congregation, Shippensburg, 
Pa. • Lenny Gault shared in the 
Maundy Thursday service of the 
Springhope congregation, Schells-
burg, Pa. The Hartman Harmonies 
led Apr. 10-15 revival services. • 
The Van Lear congregation, 
Williamsport, Md., had a Mar. 13 
dinner honoring Bishop and Mrs. 
Kipe and a note-burning ceremony 
for the parsonage loan. 
Atlantic Conference 
The bell choirs from the Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., church presented a 
program recently at an evening ser-
vice of the Conoy church, Eliza-
bethtown. • On Mar. 27 the Cross 
Roads congregation, Mount Joy, 
Pa., had a fellowship meal honoring 
Robert and Beatrice Sentz Sr. for 
over 30 years of faithful service. • 
The Mar. 19 Saturday Circle meet-
ing of the Elizabethtown, Pa., 
church featured group singing, silly 
stories, and the four-member Satur-
day Circle Band. • Apr. 12, ladies' 
night out at the Free Grace church, 
Millersburg, Pa., included a bridal 
gown fashion show. • Henry Gin-
der led renewal services Mar. 31-
Apr. 3 for the Hummelstown, Pa., 
church. • On Mar. 13 the personnel 
commission of the Lancaster, Pa., 
church sponsored a "celebration of 
ministry" time in the morning ser-
vice, giving out brochures listing 
each position in the church. Mem-
bers were asked to turn them in with 
their selected ministry on Mar. 27. 
The women of the Manor 
church, Mountville, Pa., had a get-
away weekend Mar. 25-27 at Ken-
brook Bible Camp with speaker 
Janet Peifer. Don Shafer spoke in 
the Mar. 6 service on "Call to Holy 
Living." • The Mastersonville con-
gregation, Manheim, Pa., participat-
ed in the Chapel of the Air 50-Day 
Adventure. • The Millersville, Pa., 
church is hosting a parenting semi-
nar with Bob Kraning the second 
and fourth Sunday evenings through 
June. • Pastor Herrfort of the Mon-
toursville, Pa., church promised to 
preach from the roof at the Easter 
sunrise service if 75 people came. • 
The New Joy congregation, Akron, 
Pa., had their first service Mar. 6. 
The "Grand Opening Celebration of 
Joy" was Palm Sunday with 192 
present. • On Mar. 13 John and 
Ethel Sider shared with the 
Palmyra, Pa., congregation about 
their history in missions and their 
upcoming assignment in India. 
The Pequea congregation, Lan-
caster, Pa., enjoyed a concert by the 
Ministers of Music quartet on Mar. 
13. Sixteen people were baptized on 
Mar. 20. • The Skyline View 
church, Harrisburg, Pa., has a task 
force to review responses to a recent 
community needs survey. The 
church was the host site for the Mar. 
13 dinner play, "In Bethlehem 
Town." • The children of the nurs-
ery school of the Souderton, Pa., 
church gave a medley of songs in 
the Mar. 13 service. Families were 
invited to stay for a meal after the 
service. • The Speedwell Heights 
church, Lititz, Pa., began a chil-
dren's choir on Apr. 27. • Don 
Eisenhour spoke Mar. 13 and 20 for 
the Stowe, Pa., congregation. • The 
Summit View church, New Hol-
land, Pa., enjoyed Mar. 13 roller 
skating and a Mar. 6 carry-in soup 
and sandwich picnic. 
Canadian Conference 
The men's fellowship of the 
Bertie church, Stevensville, Ont., 
recently had a breakfast with ham 
radio operator Ross Sider. • On 
Mar. 20 Alan and Janice Epp spoke 
to the Boyle congregation, St. 
Ann's, Ont., about the London, Ont., 
church planting. John and Mary 
Dykstra also reported on their holy 
land trip. • The Bridlewood church, 
Agincourt, Ont., welcomed two new 
members recently. Secret sisters for 
1994 organized on Mar. 6. • The 
Delisle, Sask., congregation ob-
served Disabilities Awareness Sun-
day on Mar. 6. • Ross Nigh spoke 
Mar. 20 to the Falls View congre-
gation, Niagara Falls, Ont. 
The Mar. 25-27 missions confer-
ence of the Heise Hill congregation, 
Gormley, Ont., included family 
night with Phil and Doreen Byers, a 
children's program by Marilyn 
Thom, and closing talks by Phil 
Keefer. • On Mar. 26, the Kinders-
ley, Sask., church participated with 
three other churches to contact every 
home in Kindersley. The program 
was under the leadership of Every 
Home for Christ International. • The 
Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation 
joined the Heise Hill congregation 
for a seder meal Mar. 16 given by 
Chosen People Ministries. • The 
Orchard Creek church, St. 
Catharines, Ont., participated in the 
50-Day Adventure. Bishop Shaw 
delivered the message on Apr. 17, 
membership Sunday. 
On Mar. 6 the Rosebank church, 
Petersburg, Ont., had a love feast: a 
morning service, noon meal, com-
munion and feet washing, and a 
message by Joel Afolabi from Nige-
ria. • The primary speakers for the 
Mar. 16, 18-20 missions emphasis 
at the Sherkston, Ont., church were 
Phil and Doreen Byers. • The Mar. 
28 seniors' spring supper at the 
Stayner, Ont., church featured a 
slide presentation. The church host-
ed a "Dad the Family Shepherd" 
seminar in February. • The Upper 
Oaks congregation, Oakville, Ont., 
hosted Canadian Conference Apr. 
22-24 at Chartwell Baptist Church. • 
The women of the Wainfleet, Ont., 
church had a retreat Mar. 26 at 
Roselawn Centre with speaker Sandi 
Hannigan. 
Central Conference 
Two persons were baptized Mar. 
20 at the Amherst church, Massil-
lon, Ohio. • Luke Keefer Sr. led 
revival services Mar. 2-13 at the 
Bethel church, Merrill, Mich. • The 
Easter celebration of the Beulah 
Chapel congregation, Springfield, 
Ohio, included a sunrise service, 
breakfast, egg hunt, music by Joel 
Zimmerman, and the cantata "The 
Day He Wore My Crown." • The 
Carland-Zion church, Owosso, 
Mich., welcomed six new members 
on Mar. 20. • The Christian Union 
congregation, Garrett, Ind., had a 
guess-who's-coming-to-dinner on 
Apr. 17. • The anti-abortion drama 
"Tilly" was shown Mar. 5 at the 
Fairview church, Englewood, Ohio. 
• On Mar. 20 the Lakeview congre-
gation, Goodrich, Mich., had a 
spaghetti dinner as a fundraiser for 
summer missions. 
The Nappanee, Ind., church 
gave the play "Eyes on the Cross" 
Mar. 27, 28 directed by Pastor Rich 
Studebaker. • The Northgate fel-
lowship, Tipp City, Ohio, had East-
er breakfast, and an egg hunt after 
the morning service. • On Mar. 20 
Mary Kinney showed slides and a 
video of her service trip to Israel to 
the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congrega-
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tion. The congregation had Apr. 15-
17 spiritual life services with Dale 
W. Engle on "Hope for Living." • 
The Sippo Valley congregation, 
Massillon, Ohio, hosted an Easter 
sunrise service and breakfast for the 
Amherst congregation. • Herman 
Hein was guest speaker for the 
Union Grove congregation, New 
Paris, Ind., on Mar. 13. Two new 
members were welcomed on Mar. 
20. • Cathy Mitchell of "Quest" 
spoke on Mar. 15 to the Valley 
Chapel congregation, Canton, Ohio, 
on chemical substance abuse and 
dependence. 
Midwest Conference 
Myron Lady gave an informa-
tional presentation on the Jubilee 
curriculum on Mar. 6 to the Abilene, 
Kan., church. The congregation 
enjoyed a concert on Mar. 15 by the 
Moody Men's Chorale. • On Mar. 3 
the MPF of the Mound Park con-
gregation, Dallas Center, Iowa, host-
ed a messianic Passover dinner. • 
The Oak Park congregation, Des 
Moines, Iowa, participated in the 50-
Day Adventure. The church had a 
recent Sunday school class on the 
theme "Bruised But Not Broken." • 
The Oklahoma City, Okla., church 
received four new members recent-
ly. • Nine persons were baptized 
Mar. 6 into the fellowship of the 
Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan. 
Henry Ginder led a spiritual growth 
series Mar. 14-16. • On Mar. 13 the 
Abilene, Kan., church received two 
members, had a Lenten soup lun-
cheon, a teacher training meeting, 
and a talk by Henry Ginder in the 
evening. 
Pacific Conference 
On the morning of Mar. 13 Carl 
Campbell of Wycliffe Bible Trans-
lators spoke to the Chino, Calif., 
church. Paul and Lela Hostetler 
spoke in the evening. • Three per-
A well-known fact: Old 
Iwbits are hard to break. Corre-
spondents and church secre-
taries, please remember to mail 
bulletins only once a month—in 
time to arrive in Nappanee by 
the first day of each month. 
Some of you are still sending 
twice or four times a month. The 
time it takes us to sort and staple 
your bulletins merely adds to the 
cost of the Visitor. Also, thank 
you to those correspondents 
who are highlighting newswor-
thy items as we have asked. You 
make our job much faster and 
easier. 
sons were baptized recently into the 
fellowship of the Moreno church, 
Moreno Valley, Calif. The congre-
gation hosted Pacific Regional Con-
ference Mar. 4-5. On Mar. 14 Pas-
tors Slattery and Ward attended the 
Pas tors ' Prayer Summit for 
Inland/Orange Counties. • On Mar. 
20 the Ontario, Calif., church 
viewed the film "Eye of the Storm." 
Susan Gift Porter was in concert 
Mar. 31. • Phillip Castaneda spoke 
Mar. 6 to the Pacific Highway con-
gregation, Salem, Ore. He and his 
wife Joselyn also sang. • Teacher 
Appreciation Sunday was Mar. 6 at 
the Walnut, Calif., church. • The 
Clydesdale musical "Highest Praise" 
was given Mar. 27 at the Upland, 
Calif., church. 
Southeast Conference 
The Bloomington Chapel 
church, Columbia, Ky., reports that 
29 people made confessions of faith 
in 1993. • Paul and Lela Hostetler 
were recent guests of the Grace 
Community church, Lawrenceville, 
Ga. • "Words from the Cross" were 
sermon topics in March for the 
E.V. Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
May 1, 1894 issue—"Before another issue of the Visitor shall reach its patrons, 
those attending General Conference [May 15-21 at the Bethel church, Kansas] will most 
likely be on their way here.... To hold a conference satisfactorily, it is necessary that all 
parts of the church be represented. The Bible tells us that in the multitude of councelors 
[sic] there is safety, and it cannot be always satisfactory if only a part of the church is 
represented, unless those who do not send delegates conclude that they will accept in 
good faith, and heartily co-operate in carrying out the decisions made by the General 
Conference, even if they are not there." 
75 Years Ago 
May 5, 1919 issue—"Special notice: General Conference will convene D.V. at 
Antrim Church in the New Guilford Dist., Franklin Co., Pa., Thursday, May 
15"...."Report of Auto Fund for Eld. T.A. Long: To the readers of the Visitor.—I 
believe you are anxious to know how the auto fund is prospering. I have received up to 
this time, pledges and cash $312.57. It will require $600.00.... Will you not come to the 
rescue? Eld. Long needs a car badly to make his appointments and I know he will appre-
ciate it as an act of kindness." 
50 Years Ago 
May 8, 1944 issue—In the editorial, "Honoring Mothers": "Some few persons will 
criticize the celebration of Mothers' Day. Some do it sincerely, feeling that it is equiv-
alent almost to ancestor worship. And we fully appreciate the possibility of carrying any 
good thing to extreme. Certainly the influence of a good mother, great as it is, can never 
replace the saving virtue of our Christ.... But very few of us, even the best of Christians, 
give too much of appreciation and expression of love to mother during the year. I am 
quite certain that none of our mother's [sic] will be ruined by our words of honor to them, 
unless it may be from the shock of such unaccustomed devotion! What though it may 
be a bit over-done sometimes by some people? It will take considerable overemphasis 
to make up for the woeful lack during the greater part of the time." 
25 Years Ago 
May 5, 1969 issue—"From the Editor: We give recognition to National Family 
Week by featuring in this issue articles related to the home. I am not sure what to make 
of the fact that in the case of each of the four articles on the home the writer is a 
woman. We who are husbands and fathers know the great role our wives fill in the home. 
But one must wonder if this apparent coincidence of authorship is more than a coinci-
dence. Could it reflect a subconscious attitude that church affairs and business ethics are 
a man's world but the home—that is a woman's domain? Is this why National Family 
Week is associated with Mother's Day rather than Father's Day?" 
10 Years Ago 
May 1984 issue—The editor lists five suggestions for General Conference dele-
gates. In summary, they are: (1) read your agenda, (2) discuss agenda and recommen-
dations within the congregation, (3) share questions with board members or staff before 
the subject gets to the floor, (4) learn the art of debate—"sharply delineating issues, and 
stating reasons why we believe one approach is more appropriate than another," and (5) 
learn to really listen to one another on the Conference floor. 
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Holden Park congregation, Orlan-
do, Fla. • The Millerfield's congre-
gation, Columbia, Ky., had revival 
services Apr. 4-10 with Dennis 
Ritchey. • The Lenten sermons 
theme for the Winchester, Va., con-
gregation was "Cross Examination." 
Don Shafer spoke Apr. 24 on "The 
Way Up is Down." 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Good Samaritan Class of the 
Big Valley congregation, Belleville, 
Pa., had a Mar. 26 retreat with Larry 
and Melba Strouse. • On Mar. 26 
the Carlisle, Pa., church had an egg 
hunt and puppet show by the youth. 
Twelve persons were baptized on 
Mar. 20. • On Mar. 20 the Cedar 
Grove church, Mifflintown, Pa., 
presented the film "Dravecky: A 
Story of Courage and Grace." The 
first teen present received an auto-
graphed picture of Dave. • On Mar. 
1 the women's fellowship of the 
Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall, 
Pa., sponsored a dinner and white 
elephant/bake sale which profited 
$200. 
The Palm Sunday service of the 
Dillsburg, Pa., church was led by 
the youth, who "kidnapped" Pastor 
Spurrier on Saturday evening and 
held him hostage until the close of 
the morning service. The pastor's 








by Wesley K. Willmer, 
chairman of the Christian 
Stewardship Association 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts—Year to Date 
January 1 - March 31,1994 
1994 1993 
Proportionate 518.251 479.194 
Congregational 451,843 427,086 
Individual 66,408 7,108 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 137.999 126.300 
Congregational 69,053 69,634 
Individual 68,946 56,666 
Total to Date 656.250 605.494 
Total Budget 4.093.469 4.210.537 
Received to Date ! 6 cc 14% 
As our cul ture has advanced in 
recent generations, the subject of stew-
ardship has claimed less and less atten-
tion. Most preachers avoid the topic, 
and many church-goers choose not to 
attend on Sundays when stewardship is 
the theme of discussion. As a result, the 
term stewardship has become blurred 
and undefined. Often it is used synony-
mously with philanthropy or develop-
ment, and some feel in our "progres-
sive era" that it is an antiquated term. 
During the 30th anniversary year of 
the Christian Stewardship Association 
(CSA) it is appropriate to ask the ques-
tions, "Is stewardship relevant today?" 
and "How does an understanding of 
stewardship affect our giving and ask-
ing of funds?" and to examine how 
stewardship is God's way of raising 
people. The answers can be found by 
exploring the full and correct definition 
of stewardship and distinguishing it 
from philanthropy and development. 
Peter Dobkin Hall's book, Inventing the 
Nonprofit Sector (1992), gives us help-
ful insight about our historical roots, 
which were elaborated on in David 
McKenna's 1992 CSA keynote address. 
"Steward" is a strong biblical word 
that impl ies " se rvan thood" and is 
referred to 26 times in the Bible. The 
concept of stewardship is woven like a 
thread of a tapestry through the Old 
Testament. The broad concept of stew-
ardship is Jesus' primary subject in 17 
of his 38 parables, and it occupies one 
verse out of every six in the gospels. 
This often-avoided topic is actually one 
of the loftiest themes of Scripture. 
A steward is a highly-trusted man-
ager of an owner's properties. The stew-
ard is expected to enhance the proper-
ties' value, be accountable to the owner 
for the managed properties, and partic-
ipate in the owner's management plans. 
Christian stewardship was revitalized at 
the time of the Reformation. The bibli-
cal insistence on the responsibility of 
people—even of monarchs—to God's 
law turned the political tide in those 
countries where the Reformation 's 
emphasis on the Bible as the final 
authori ty took hold. The Pi lgrims 
brought the values of Christian stew-
ardship with them. The laws of our land 
have clearly reflected these values. 
The vision of stewardship in 1 Peter 
4:10-11 assumes a good steward of 
many graces is someone who is grate-
ful, merciful, and faithful and called to 
a life in a covenant responsibility for 
all of creation. This makes personal 
redemption and social responsibility 
inseparable. Giving is a personal matter, 
a reflection of one's character: how one 
acts toward a neighbor. Biblical stew-
ardship assumes we look with account-
ability to God for the blessings of 
wealth. 
When we talk about stewardship, we 
are not referring to just a definition of 
terms in the dictionary. Stewardship is a 
way of looking at life and, more impor-
tantly, a way of living as a Christian in 
a non-Christian world. Christian stew-
ardship is God's order for humanity's 
relationship to God, not humanity's 
relationship to an organization. This 
understanding of stewardship both 
informs the motivation of donors and 
the manner in which funds are raised. 
In modern history, the first signifi-
cant shift away from stewardship start-
ed in the mid-1800s when America 
became urbanized, industrialized, and 
capitalized. The wealthy Carnegies and 
Rockefellers embraced the concept of 
philanthropy, which is a humanistic 
word meaning "friend of humankind" as 
distinct from the "servant of God" stew-
ardship concept. Social Darwinism took 
the place of the biblical vision, empha-
sizing a moral community giving cred-
it to good fortune and natural selection 
rather than to God's blessing. "Scien-
tific philanthropy" became the model 
of the elitist who gave for the selective 
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er baskets for needy neighbors. • On 
Mar. 13 the Fairview congregation, 
Reesers Summit, Pa., saw the last of 
four videos on the end times. The 
congregation filled 20 grocery bags 
for MCC. • The Hanover, Pa., 
church planned Apr. 10-13 renewal 
services with H. Carl Shank. • The 
Jemison Valley congregat ion, 
Westfield, Pa., began Mon./Thurs. 
exercise classes in March. 
The Marsh Creek congregation, 
Howard, Pa., held revival services 
with Kenneth Smith Mar. 21-27. • 
The May 1-5 renewal services at the 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., church were 
led by Ken Abraham. • Harvey 
Sider led holy week services for the 
Messiah Village congregation, 
Mechanicsburg. • On Easter the 
children of the Redland Valley con-
gregation, York Haven, Pa., per-
formed the musical "To See a Mira-
cle." • The Roseglen church, Dun-
cannon, Pa., had a Mar. 21 open 
forum on the subject of fellowship. • 
The Wesley church, Mt. Holly 
Springs, Pa., hosted community 
Lenten services Mar. 16, 23. The 
congregation filled 15 grocery bags 
for MCC. • The West Shore 
church, Mechanicsburg, has begun 
the ministry of hosting visitors for a 
noon meal in a member's home. The 
church had Apr. 17-20 revival ser-
vices with Ron Burgard. 
good to those worthy of help, rather 
than the common good. Giving was 
placed on a business basis in which the 
motive was cost benefit for continuous 
economic growth with the redistribu-
tion of wealth to sustain free enterprise. 
Just as culture has redefined itself with-
out God, culture also has redefined giv-
ing without God and his values of 
Christian stewardship. 
Today charity has been replaced in 
large measure by professional philan-
thropy that has less to do with individu-
al redemption than with social recon-
struction. The goal is not so much to 
help people succeed within society as to 
remake society so that no one is a fail-
ure and to act as a powerful catalyst for 
political, economic, and social change. 
Helping others has evolved from a per-
sonal exercise of individual virtue to an 
impersonal expression of public con-
cern. 
Marvin Olasky's book, The Tragedy 
of American Compassion, recounts how 
the emphasis on spiritual material 
improvement has shifted to support the 
concept that individuals can live any 
way they choose, without consequence. 
Common practice used to be that recip-
ients of charity were expected to attend 
church or perform chores in return for 
assistance they received. Now, more 
often than not, they are told their plight 
is not their fault, but they need help 
because they are victims of circum-
stances beyond their control. In 100 
years we have shifted radically from a 
people and culture dominated by bibli-
cally-driven stewardship values to one 
motivated by the values of philan-
thropy—love of humankind. 
The current era started in approxi-
mately 1950 as fundraising became big 
business and the term development 
became prevalent with its emphasis on 
management, cost-effective fundraising, 
and benefits to individuals. Tax law 
changes saw the number of foundations 
increase from 12,500 to more than one 
million. The dream of the Great Society 
was in full swing, and organizational 
theory with its emphasis on manage-
ment by objectives led to our current 
period of giving. Large professional 
fundraising staffs and increased use of 
motivational techniques now influence 
how and why people give. Greater inter-
est is given to the research into the caus-
es of human suffering than for relief of 
that suffering. In our current materialis-
tic "me" generation, development and 
giving are motivated largely by self-
interest. 
Language in this Age of Self is filled 
with phrases that glorify personal choice 
above all other values. The most appro-
priate analogy for modern mores is the 
hamburger chain's glib slogan: "Have it 
your way!" Donor premiums and bene-
fits have become dominant values. 
More emphasis is given to developing 
the list than to educating and encourag-
ing the individual. Fundraising gurus 
stress benefits—give for what is in it 
for you—and fundraising conferences 
and literature emphasize "how to" tech-
niques. 
If you examine Christian giving and 
asking practices today, you will find lit-
tle difference from those of our culture 
at large. The highest value of fundrais-
ers is how to get people to give more to 
our organizations-—not to educate and 
encourage Christian stewardship prin-
ciples. 
On the occasion of CSA's 30th 
anniversary, the CS A board of directors 
voted unanimously to affirm the associ-
ation's mission as an advocate for bib-
lically-based Christian stewardship, and 
as board chair, I used this occasion to 
deliver the keynote address, "Revital-
izing Our Christian Stewardship Roots." 
An important aspect of these actions is 
that stewardship is distinct from phi-
lanthropy and development, and a clear 
understanding of these differences is 
essential to how we view the world, 
relate to people, and conduct our busi-
ness. 
Stewardship is a vertical relationship 
and accountability to God. A steward 
is a servant, a caretaker of God's re-
sources. Stewardship is asked of us by 
God and a responsibility we have to 
God. It is a way of viewing the world 
through God's eyes, rather than our 
own. 
Philanthropy, on the other hand, is a 
humanistic term meaning "love of 
human-kind"—humans loving and car-
ing for other humans. If we love God, 
we are to "love our neighbor as our-
selves" and this can be an outgrowth of 
stewardship. This is a horizontal rela-
tionship of person to person or person to 
an organization. 
While philanthropy is an appropri-
ate outgrowth of stewardship, steward-
ship does not result from philanthropy. 
Stewardship is a vertical relationship to 
humans—hardly interchangeable. De-
velopment encompasses those activities 
that encourage giving, and in our cur-
rent culture the trend among fundraisers 
is to emphasize the benefits to the 
donor, thus stressing self rather than 
philanthropy (loving your neighbor) or 
stewardship (serving God). 
We need to ask ourselves what kind 
of motivation for giving we are encour-
aging in our asking. Are we urging giv-
ing that benefits self and impresses 
neighbors, or does our giving and ask-
ing grow out of a thankful human 
response to God for his creation? Stew-
ardship is God's way of raising peo-
ple—not humanity's way of raising 
money. 
May our lives and work reflect this 
attitude. 
Reprinted from Christian Stewardship 
Courier, Winter 1993-94 edition. Used by 
permission. 
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A Conference on Lifestyle Stewardship 
June 3 0 - July 1,1994 
7r* r Messiah College 
n m s p m u n Q Grantham'pa-
y IN 
I f fcerhter 
Lifestyles 
Sponsored by the Board for Stewardship Services 
Brethren in Christ Church 
How to register 
You must submit FORM A of the General Conference 
registration form from the January issue of the Evangelical 
Visitor, indicating your need for meals and accommodations 
for this pre-conference event. The General Conference reg-
istration forms are also available from your pastor or from the 
Board for Stewardship Services, P.O. Box 290, Grantham PA 
17027-0290. In addition to the cost for meals and accommo-
dations, there is a $5.00 U.S. registration fee for this pre-con-
ference event. 
. « & 
R e g i s t r a t i o n F o r m 
TRANSFORMING LIFESTYLES 
IN A SELF-CENTERED WORLD: 




City _St/Pr. . Postal Code. 
Phone_ . Number Attending. 
_ l Enclosed is my registration fee of $5.00 U.S. per 
person. (Please make check payable to the Board for 
Stewardship Services.) 
U I have registered for meals and accommodations on 
Form A of the General Conference registration form. 
Detach and mail with your registration fee to the Board 
for Stewardship Services, P. O. Box 290, Grantham, PA 
17027-0290. Registration deadline is June 1,1994. For 
more information, call the Director of Stewardship at 
(717) 697-2634 or write to the above address. 
Schedule 
Thursday—June 30,1994 
6:00 p.m. Registration 
7:00 p.m. Opening General Session 
Grantham Church 
Worship, music, drama 
Keynote Speaker: 
W. Edward Rickman 
"Setting Lifestyle 
Priorities" 
Friday—July 1,1994 (AM) 
8:30 a.m. General Session 
Bob and Kathy Leadley 
9:30 a.m. Workshops 
10:30 a.m. Break 




Friday—July 1,1994 (PM) 
1:30 p.m. General Session 
Ministry Transformations 
2:30 p.m. Workshops (Repeat) 
3:30 p.m. Break 
3:45 p.m. General Session 
Personal Transformations 
Laypersons 
7:00 p.m. Closing Rally 
Worship, music, drama 
Keynote Speaker: 
Tony Campolo 
"Giving 'til It Feels 
Good" 
Outstanding Workshops and Leaders 
Transforming Estate Plans—As a pastor or church leader, you should model 
appropriate estate planning and charitable giving. As you encourage your 
church members to do likewise, your church may benefit from being includ-
ed in such planning. Our seminar will assist you in reaching these very 
important personal and church-wide goals. (Lane Hostetter, Bill Dick) 
Keeping the Church Records—We'll talk about importance of providing cor-
rect information to your people on finances, especially regarding government 
regulation and reporting expectations. Learn how to display accountability 
and credibility. (Harold Chubb, Mike D'Silva, Vemon Martin) 
Computerized Record Keeping—A hands-on workshop with accounting and 
database packages. Attendees will have opportunity to review and modify a 
chart of accounts, build custom reports, and enter data in a congregational 
database. (Elvin Peifer, Rick Dent, Don Winters) 
Transforming Family Finances—Emphasizes the managing of finances by 
and for the Christian family. . . includes budgeting, use of credit cards, sav-
ing for future family needs, and ideas on how to get more for your money. 
(Don Zook, John and JoLene Hawbaker) 
Transforming our Stewardship of Time and Talents—We'll gain a new per-
spective of stewardship (not just money) and of ourselves as investors of 
God's resources; evaluate our time investments and the talents God has 
given us; and begin a planned investment program of our time and talents. 
(Teresa Gilmore, Mary Fretz) 
Modeling and Teaching Lifestyle Stewardship—Modeling lifestyle steward-
ship is the most powerful method of teaching. The strongest influence begins 
in the home. The church supports this by a balanced but vigorous model-
ing/teaching ministry. The workshop will address these issues at both a prac-
tical and theological level. (Harvey Sider, Perry Engle) 
How to Change A Lifestyle—Bill and Barb have just trusted Christ and are 
excited about their relationship with God. They are also deep in debt, have a 
negative cash flow, and yet want to please God. How do you help them 
become biblical stewards? (Craig Sider, Robert Leadley) 
How to Change Attitudes on Having Enough for Retirement—Learn how 
much is enough. When is "enough" too much? What plans are needed to 
secure retirement? (John Z. Martin) 
Teaching Children A Stewardship Lifestyle—The task of shaping generous, 
others-oriented, wise Christian managers begins in the home. We'll contem-
plate philosophies of stewardship; parental modeling; and home/classroom 
tips and teaching tools. A resources table will be available. (Helen Johns) 




Anderson: Kirsten Cheryl, July 
7, 1993; Rob and Cheryl Anderson, 
Kindersley congregation, Sask. 
Asbury: Brett Gerald Raymond, 
Mar. 10; Gerald and Kerry (Paul) 
Asbury, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Brubaker: Elizabeth Anne, 
Mar. 9; Steven and Jerilyn (Howe) 
Brubaker, Jemison Valley congre-
gation, Pa. 
Burrell: Chelsea Lauren, Feb. 
28; Bill and Brenda (Putman) Bur-
rell, Bertie congregation, Ont. 
Cober: Blaine Gerald, Feb. 16; 
Gerald and Gloria (Yantzi) Cober, 
Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Colangelo: Timothy Edward, 
Feb. 20; Stephen and Beth (Hock) 
Colangelo, Nappanee congregation, 
Ind. 
Garver: Gabriela Christina, 
Mar. 6; Howard and Rebecca Garv-
er, Caracas, Venezuela. 
Greaser: Kevin Willis, Dec. 18, 
1993; Willie and Chris Greaser, 
Summit View congregation, Pa. 
Heisey: Matthew Christopher, 
Dec. 18, 1992; chosen son of 
Richard and Nancy (Stoner) Heisey, 
Winchester congregation, Va. 
Hess: Keller Martin, Jan. 10; 
Duane and Bridget (Herry) Hess, 
Manheim congregation, Pa. 
Hunt: Megan Elizabeth, Mar. 1; 
Barry and Lori (Emich) Hunt, 
Manor congregation, Pa. 
Keefer: Damien Alexander, 
Sept. 7, 1993; Robin Keefer, Dills-
burg congregation, Pa. 
King: Alissa Lauren, Jan. 22; 
Don and Lori (Boris) King, Speed-
well Heights congregation, Pa. 
Lichty: Savannah Gabrielle, 
Apr. 10, 1993; Douglas and Kathy 
Lichty, Blairs Mills congregation, 
Pa. 
Nicewonger: Brandon Robert, 
Feb. 17; Robert and Debbie 
(Rhodes) Nicewonger, Martinsburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Oldham: Stephanie Dawne, 
Mar. 12; Stephen and Kelli (Plum-
mer) Oldham, Springhope congre-
gation, Pa. 
Owens: Emily Anne, Mar. 6; 
Preston and Christina (Albright) 
Owens, Dillsburg congregation, Pa. 
Redmon: Jaran Blake, Mar. 5; 
Mark and Gail (Hadley) Redmon, 
Bloomington Chapel congregation, 
Ky. 
Roller: Stacy Lynn, Feb. 22; 
Bob and Carla Roller, Dillsburg con-
gregation, Pa. 
Stern: Logan James, Feb. 17; 
Brad and Heidi (Jeffries) Stem, Mar-
tinsburg congregation, Pa. 
Willis: Kaleb Christopher, Mar. 
18; Lloyd and Melanie (Holmes) 
Willis, Bloomington Chapel congre-
gation, Ky. 
Weddings 
Cook - Sturgill: Carolyn Chris-
tine Sturgill, Columbia, Ky., and 
Bobby Eugene Cook, Milltown, Ky., 
Feb. 26, at Bloomington Chapel 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
J. Timothy Lewis officiating. 
deHaan - Brown: Marie Lisa, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Doug 
Brown, Biggar, Sask., and Michael 
Adrianus Pieter, son of Adrian and 
Barbara Ann deHaan, Biggar, June 
12, 1993 at Associated Gospel 
Church with Rev. Lome Lichty offi-
ciating. 
O'Brien - Hudye: Katherine 
Mary Hudye, Niagara Falls, Ont., 
and Leonard Alan O'Brien, Fort 
Erie, Ont., Feb. 4, at Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Leonard J. Chester officiating. 
Whitmore - Besecker: Tammy 
Sue, daughter of Gary and Linda 
Besecker, Chambersburg, Pa., and 
Eric Vincent, son of Don and Linda 
Whitmore, Mont Alto, Pa., Mar. 5, 
at Five Forks Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Davis: Richard Davis, born Sept. 
29, 1958, died Feb. 17. Surviving 
are his parents, Merle and Betty 
Davis; three brothers; and four sis-
ters. Richard attended the Mont-
gomery Brethren in Christ Church 
where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Lome G. Lichty and 
Rev. Curtis Bryant. Interment was 
in the Montgomery church ceme-
tery. 
Dilts: Hazel May, born Jan. 8, 
1915, in Great Britain, died Feb. 4. 
Preceding her in death was a broth-
er, Arthur Sawyer; and her husband, 
Hugh Dilts. Surviving are two sons, 
Allen Aubert and Graeme Aubert; a 
daughter, Dianna Gordon; three 
granddaughters; two sisters; and a 
niece. She was a faithful member of 
the Port Colborne, Ont., congrega-
tion. The funeral was held at Arm-
strong Funeral Home with Rev. 
Brian Lofthouse officiating. The 
body was cremated. 
Eckert: Alice Mahaffey Eckert, 
born Sept. 11, 1942, daughter of 
Emery C. and Ruth Hewitt Mahaf-
Bundys honored 
for service 
George and Ethel Bundy were the hon-
ored guests at a Feb. 6 surprise celebration 
for their forty-plus years of dedicated ser-
vice to the Lord. The celebration took 
place at the Locust Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church, near York, Pa. 
Among the friends and relatives 
attending were George's brothers and sis-
ter from Michigan, Ethel's brother and sis-
ters, and two of their four children—Kathy 
and Allen. They received a phone call from their daughter Judy and family 
from California, and a fax from their son Bruce, who with his family is in 
missions service in Spain. 
Approximately 90 persons attended the celebration, which included the 
10:00 service at the church followed by a fellowship meal held at the near-
by Stoney Brook Mennonite Church. 
George and Ethel were missionaries in Africa for 25 years, served at 
Navajo Mission in New Mexico for 10 years, and had pastored the Locust 
Grove congregation for three years until their recent retirement due to health 
problems. 
fey, died Feb. 24. Surviving are a 
daughter, Natalie; eight brothers; 
and three sisters. She worked for the 
Masonic Homes in Elizabethtown, 
and was retired from the former 
Elizabethtown Children's Hospital. 
Alice was a member of the Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., congregation where 
the memorial service was held with 
Rev. David L. Hall and Rev. Lucille 
Ulery officiating. Interment was in 
Mahaffey, Pa. 
Hock: Annie M. Wenger Hock, 
born Nov. 5, 1918, daughter of 
Abram N. and Barbara Sandoe 
Wenger, died Mar. 8. Surviving are 
her husband, Laban D. Hock; 2 
daughters, Anna Mae Mountz and 
Phyllis J. Boyko; 5 sons, Elwyn D., 
Wayne E., Ray D., L. Donald, and 
Glenn L.; 23 grandchildren; 8 great-
grandchildren; 2 sisters, Edna Bear 
and Dorothy Kanode; and a brother, 
Melvin Wenger. She was a partner 
with her husband on a farm in Dallas 
Center, Iowa. They retired to the 
Newville, Pa., area in 1959. She was 
a member of the Carlisle, Pa., con-
gregation where services were held 
with Rev. Kenneth O. Hoke and 
Rev. Carl L. Spackman officiating. 
Interment was in the Air Hill church 
cemetery. 
Howe: Maynard Martinez 
Howe, born Sept. 28, 1929, in Oce-
ola, Pa., died Mar. 19. Surviving are 
his wife, Mary Jane (Bankert); a son, 
Benjiman; two daughters, Faye 
Bange and Jane E. Casale; two 
grandchildren; one great-grandson; 
and four sisters. He was employed 
for 30 years at Hanover General 
Hospital. He was a member of the 
Hanover, Pa., church where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Robert 
Keller and Rev. Herman Noll offici-
ating. Interment was in York Road 
Cemetery. 
Riddle: Raymond Humes Rid-
dle Sr., born Sept. 10, 1908, son of 
Quentin and Lydia Heatwole Rid-
dle, died Mar. 2. Surviving are his 
wife, Naomi (Wolgemuth); two 
sons, Raymond and Barry; and a 
daughter, Nancy Warner. He was a 
member of the Hanover, Pa., con-
gregation where the funeral was held 
with Rev. Robert Keller officiating. 
Interment was in the Mennonite 
church cemetery. 
Rodgers: Harold Rodgers, bom 
July 4, 1921, son of Nelson H. and 
Lulu G. Bessie Rodgers, died Jan. 
2. Preceding him in death was a 
brother, George. Surviving are his 
wife, Dorothy; a son, Danny; 4 
daughters, Sharon Huffman, Ginder 
Harriettha, Debbie Tremp, and April 
Rivando; 14 grandchildren; 3 great-
grandchildren; 4 brothers; and 3 sis-
ters. He was an active member of 
the Port Colborne, Ont., congrega-
tion for 36 years as usher, trustee, 
and Sunday school secretary. He 
retired after 12 years as manager of 
an apartment complex in Welland. 
The funeral was held at the Port Col-
borne church with Rev. Brian Loft-
house officiating. Interment was in 
Oakwood Cemetery. 
Smith: C. Earl Smith, bom Feb. 
28, 1903, son of Jacob and Eliza-
beth Getz Smith, died Feb. 23. Sur-
viving are his wife, Bessie; two sons, 
Donald and Kenneth; three daugh-
ters, June Herr, Joanne Rhiel, and 
Carol Bindley; and four sisters. Earl 
and Bessie had marked their 68th 
wedding anniversary in December 
1993. He was retired from farming 
since 1971, and had worked for 
Agway for 10 years. He was a mem-
ber of the Manheim, Pa., church 
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where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiating. 
Interment was in Mt. Zion Evan-
gelical Cemetery. 
Wolgemuth: Mark B. Wolge-
muth, 79, died Mar. 19. Surviving 
are his wife, Lucille (Mann); a son, 
Kenneth; two grandchildren; a 
brother, J. Ira; and four sisters, 
Sarah Holsburg, Anna Wolgemuth, 
Mary Kuhns, and Alma Kopp. He 
was associate professor emeritus of 
chemistry at Messiah College, an 
ordained minister of the Brethren 
in Christ Church, and attended 
West Shore Evangelical Free 
Church. The memorial service was 
held at Messiah Village. Interment, 
to be arranged. 
Tribute 
We thank God for the ministry 
that Mark Wolgemuth had in the 
Brethren in Christ Church. He 
served as pastor of the Iron Springs 
church, near Gettysburg, for one 
year, and as pastor of the Moore's 
Church, near Grantham, for 12 
years, from 1945 to 1957. The con-
gregation at Moore's Church later 
relocated near Lewisberry and was 
renamed as the Redland Valley 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
Rev. Wolgemuth and his wife, 
Lucille, served well as a team. 
They served energetically and 
made many visits to the homes of 
people in the community. They 
built a solid foundation at Moore's 
Church for the future growth of 
that congregation. 
Rev. Wolgemuth took a keen 
interest in young people and their 
spiritual development. He often 
witnessed about Christ to his stu-
dents, and he was active in the 
local Young Life organization in 
the high school. 
While Mark Wolgemuth's pri-
mary work was in education, we 
give thanks to God for the years of 
pastoral ministry he had with the 
Brethren in Christ Church. The 
fruit of his ministry goes on. 
John B. Hawbaker, Bishop 
Susquehanna Conference 
I MESSIAH COLLEGE NEWS 
College hosts Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament 
While Messiah students were on Spring Break, March 12-20, 
the 40th annual Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament for the 
Allegheny, Atlantic, and Susquehanna conferences took over 
the Messiah campus. Although not everyone came away with a 
trophy, a good time was had by all, contestants and spectators 
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Green Spring Mechanicsburg 
Summer camp listing 
The following is a list of the various summer camps that 
Messiah College runs in the summer. For more information con-
tact the Athletic Office at (717) 766-2511, ext. 6018. 
Softball Resident Camp, June 27-July 2, for any girls entering 
grades 6 through 12. 
Wrestling Resident Camp, June 19-June 23, ages 10 and up. 
Girls Soccer, June 26-July 1, for girls entering grades 6-12. 
Girls Volleyball, August 7-12, for girls having completed grades 
5-12. 
Girls Basketball, June 26-July 1, for girls entering grades 6-12, 
team camp, July 17-21. 
Soccer Day Camp (boys/girls), July 18-22, ages 7-9 and 9-11; 
July 25-29, ages 11-14. August 1-6, grades 7-12. 
Boys Basketball Camps, July 24-29, Individual camp, grades 6-
12; senior high team camp, July 31-August 4. 
Drama Camp, June 20-24, for students entering grades 1-6: 
June 26-July 1, for students entering grades 7-9: July 17-23, 
for students entering grades 10-12. 
Orchestra Camp, July 31-August 6, junior and senior high string 
musicians. 
The "A " League champion Mechanicsburg II men's basketball team. 
May 1994 
The "A " League champion Dillsburg women's volleyball team. 
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f/isciple&hip for the 21st Century 
How do forgiven 
people fight 
crime? 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
Our news media reveal almost 
every day that there is in the United 
States a growing urgency to "do 
something" about crime. Do some-
thing effective. Do something big. Do 
something tough. This popular desire 
is so strong that we see even a Demo-
cratic president repeating a Republi-
can refrain. And this bipartisan con-
cern has produced legislation calling 
for $3 billion to hire 100,000 more 
police and build more jails, and for a 
tough "three strikes and you're out" 
policy toward repeat violent offend-
ers. There is renewed use of the death 
penalty. 
Christians need to ask whether 
that's all that will be done in a nation-
al effort to combat the rising tide of 
crime. 
If government is to fulfil its God-
ordained role of restraining the evil-
doer, it is probably necessary for the 
present moment to resort to the 
restraint measures embodied in recent 
legislation. The nation should do so 
with national remorse. And with a 
national commitment to do even 
more—to take further steps to be 
redemptive, rather than settle for 
these primarily retributive actions. 
Dear Fielding, 
Thank you for your kind response to my last 
letter. Yes, I was pretty down. Your words of affir-
mation helped, but I am still perplexed. For the 
first time, I have consciously recognized that my 
so-called "good life" is not bringing the fulfill-
ment and joy it should. I have looked deep into 
myself and found something is lacking. What it 
amounts to is that I feel I cannot make myself 
"good" on my own anymore. There is an 
aching...a question mark...a groaning in my 
soul...a constant feeling of danger...a longing for 
wholeness and meaning. 
The people who come here often irk me, I 
guess because they claim a contentment I don't 
have. Last Sunday I witnessed something espe-
cially unusual. Several tall, white potted flowers 
decorated the sanctuary. So I crawled into one and 
got a ringside seat for their celebration. The day 
seemed more "festive" than usual. The people 
gathered at sunrise on the lawn and sang and lis-
tened to their leader. Then they had „ ^ 
breakfast together (yes, I'm 
still full from the crumbs!). 
Then their children ran around 
on the lawn looking for eggs 
(the purpose of this escapes 
me!). Finally, they gathered in 
the sanctuary. 
From my potted plant position, 
I looked into the faces of the wor-
shipers. They were more radiant 
than usual. Some of the people stood to talk. They 
spoke of this man Jesus. They thanked him, and 
told of miracles he had been doing in their lives. 
All this talk about a man who apparently has 
already died! Yet, the people claim he is still doing 
things for them, and they do things for him. They 
make a big point of saying that this Jesus is still 
with them. It seems a little crazy. 
One of the songs they sing goes like this, "I 
serve a risen Savior; he's in the world today. I 
know that he is with me, whatever men may 
say...." Dead—yet alive! Incredible. 
You know as well as anyone that I've been try-
ing to figure out why these people meet, why they 
built this building I live in, why they seem so dif-
ferent from the other humans I've observed. I've 
finally concluded it's because of this man Jesus. 
Dying is a common thing. I'll die, you'll die. But 
to die and then live again is, to say the least, 
unique. Apparently the reason they come is 
because this Jesus died and came to life again. 
I'm still puzzled, though. Where exactly is he? 
Why can't I see him? They apparently do. Am I 
blind? I have to admit, I really want to see 
this Jesus. I too have felt his presence here. 
It's hard to explain—he's not here, but he is. 
Perhaps if I keep going to the sanctuary when 
the people come, maybe he'll come and I'll see 
him too. I'll let you know what happens. Surely 
he will come if I wait long enough. 
Expectantly, 
A. Nony Mouse 
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More police, larger jail capacity, 
and longer sentences may well make 
our communities temporarily safer. 
But they will fail to deal with the root 
of the problem. These alone will not 
prevent the criminal ranks from con-
tinuously refilling with new, young 
criminals. Where are the proposals to 
mount an equally large effort to in-
cline the nation's kids toward social-
ly responsible behavior? Or to work 
redemptively and preventively with 
youth already showing evidence of 
being at risk of becoming trapped in a 
cycle of antisocial behavior? 
The crime problem has numerous 
complex roots, so we must avoid sim-
plistic suggestions. However, it is evi-
dent that America needs additional 
efforts to cultivate within the psyche 
of each child such concepts as per-
sonal worth, the value of productivi-
ty (along with training and opportu-
nity for productive work), the sancti-
ty of life, respect for the rights of oth-
ers, the human tendency toward evil, 
the need to be set free from that ten-
dency, and the concept of a supreme 
moral authority. Does this sound like 
an agenda for which the Church could 
have significant input? It better be, if 
the Church is to have any relevance to 
the disarray and lostness engulfing 
American society. 
We must affirm the numerous 
efforts already being made to favor-
ably impact children and youth. We 
must support them, and expand their 
efforts. Government needs to place 
more emphasis on these goals, and to 
set free from bureaucratic encum-
brances those churches and individu-
als engaged in such ministries. A cou-
ple billion more spent in this way 
could (if properly administered) 
accomplish more permanent benefit 
than if spent for military prepared-
ness or for an enhanced punitive sys-
tem. I for one would feel more willing 
to accept new tax burdens if the rev-
enues were directed to people-build-
ing and morality-enhancing efforts. 
We Christians should not be satis-
fied with a primarily retributive 
approach to the crime epidemic. We 
know what it means to be forgiven 
for the ultimate wrongdoing. By new 
birth, we are enabled to forgive 
wrongdoers. We can see potential for 
good where the world can't see it. We 
can see the need for preventive and 
redemptive action on a scale not yet 
undertaken. 
But Christians need not, indeed 
should not, wait for government to 
catch up with what is urgently need-
ed. We have opportunity and 
resources to continue, augment, and 
multiply present people-building min-
istries. Let us not fail by default. 
This column is a ministry of the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns. 
Focusing our Mission 
continued from page 30 
only 3. The tithe was proportionate to 
income. 
But proportionate giving is by no 
means equal giving. It is obviously a 
much greater sacrifice for a man who 
earns only $5,000 a year to give $500 
of it than it is for a man who earns 
$50,000 to give $5,000. Seeing the rich 
people throw large amounts in the tem-
ple treasury and the widow put in two 
tiny copper coins, Jesus called his dis-
ciples to him and said, "This poor 
widow has put more into the treasury 
than all the others." They gave out of 
their wealth, but she gave out of her 
poverty. She put in everything—all she 
had to live on (Mark 12:41-44). 
Jesus was saying that the amount we 
give is important to God in relation to 
the amount we keep. This is one reason 
it is unfortunate and misleading to pub-
licly laud large donors in the Christian 
community. Often their sacrifice is far 
less than those whose names never 
become known. 
The beauty of New Testament giv-
ing is that the believer, as he senses 
God's direction, can increase the pro-
portion of his giving as God blesses 
him financially or as he learns to trust 
God more. Hence, over the years, many 
believers give a higher and higher per-
centage to the Lord. 
7. Give sacrificially. Describing the 
Macedonian Christians, Paul wrote, 
"Out of the most severe trial, their over-
flowing joy and their extreme poverty 
welled up in rich generosity. For I tes-
tify that they gave as much as they were 
able, and even beyond their ability" (2 
Cor. 8:2-3). These believers gave far 
out of proportion to their means. 
There are three levels of giving— 
less than our ability, according to our 
ability, and beyond our ability. It prob-
ably is fair to say that 95 percent of the 
Christians in the Western world give 
less than their ability. 
What does it mean to give beyond 
our ability? It means to push our giving 
past the point where the figures add up. 
It means to give when the bottom line 
says we shouldn't. It means to give 
away not just the luxuries but some of 
the necessities. It means living with the 
faith of the poor widow. For most of 
us, giving according to our means 
would really stretch us. Giving beyond 
our means would appear to break us. 
But it won't—because we know God is 
faithful. 
Giving sacrificially means giving the 
best. Much of our giving in the Western 
world is not giving—it is merely dis-
carding. Giving away something we 
didn't want in the first place is not giv-
ing, but selective disposal. 
Sacrificial giving is giving away 
what we would rather keep. It is keep-
ing the old and giving away the new or 
giving away both. The giving of the 
early disciples was spontaneous, un-
guarded, and uncalculated giving. 
Conclusion. There are many Breth-
ren in Christ who have made a full 
commitment of themselves and of their 
possessions to the Lord. That commit-
ment is primary. Obedience includes a 
recommitment as our loving Lord 
shows us areas in which we can grow. It 
is my belief that as we study the Scrip-
tures and allow the Holy Spirit to apply 
biblical principles into everyday living, 
the Brethren in Christ will experience 
greater income and multiplied giving. 
We will respond to increasing ministry 
opportunities by increasing our giving. 
We will learn to "also excel in this 
grace of giving" (2 Cor. 8:7). • 
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'I was puzzled by the editor's note to 
Martha Long's letter in "Readers 
Respond" (March 1994). To me, report-
ing a birth to a single mother, which is an 
individual decision not sanctioned by the 
church, is quite different from reporting a 
square dance as a church-approved event. 
Does this mean that should a church 
group have an evening of social drink-
ing or should a youth group go bar-hop-
ping for the night, that this could be print-
ed in "Church News" because you feel 
obligated to "simply report it"? 
Claude Winger 
Ridgeway, Ontario 
Editor's note: During my tenure as 
editor, the Visitor will not carry feature 
articles advocating social drinking or 
bar-hopping. However, if congregations 
feature such events in their bulletins or 
church newsletters, the Visitor may well 
include that information as news appro-
priate to be reported to (and discussed 
by) the larger church family. Just as we 
read with interest what church trends 
were 100, 50, and 25 years ago, so will 
people 50 years from now. Perhaps we 
will need to add a statement to the 
Church News column similar in nature to 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters 
may be shortened. All letters must 
be signed. Occasionally we may 
decide to withhold names due to 
special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for 
readers to express their opinions on 
a broad range of topics relevant to 
the mission of the church and to liv-
ing the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, and does not 
necessarily reflect the official posi-
tion or policy of the Brethren in 
Christ Church or this periodical. 
that which accompanies "Readers 
Respond" and "Dialogue": "Activities 
reported in 'Church News' do not neces-
sarily reflect the editorial policies of the 
Evangelical Visitor and are not neces-
sarily practices approved by the denom-
ination as a whole." 
Dear Unnamed Poet (Readers Respond, 
January 1994 issue, p. 28): 
Was it my words which caused you 
to feel so much pain? I wish I knew. I 
didn't intend to do so. I am sorry you are 
hurting, and apologize for any responsi-
bility I may have in causing it. Can we 
communicate? Let me reveal a bit about 
myself to you. 
In my zeal for what I find in the Bible 
about how to respond to enemies, I some-
times come on too strong. I do so because 
I care about being true to Jesus, and I 
want to see others follow him too. At 
some of these moments of deep feeling, 
my natural tendency to sharp and strong 
expressions escapes the harness of grace 
and gentleness which the Lord wants to 
keep on me. For that I am sorry. 
At other times, my care to be gracious 
and gentle, and undisturbing to anyone, 
causes me to so soften the clear teach-
ings of Jesus and Paul on this issue that 
the impact of the Bible is softened and I 
compromise the truth. For that I am also 
sorry. 
Maybe you can understand my dilem-
ma: Do you hate abortion? Do you 
believe the Bible teaches it's wrong? 
Have you ever witnessed against it? Can 
you witness clearly against it without 
hurting or angering persons who believe 
it's sometimes right? Especially if that 
person is a Christian? 
I need to gain more skill in communi-
cating with persons—especially fellow 
Christians—who see things differently. I 
wish I didn't get so emotional about it. It 
would sure be easier if I cared less.... 
Does the person who chilled you out 
know how much you feel he has hurt 
you? It is essential for your healing that 
you reveal it to him in private (Matthew 
18:15-17). If he knows, and has not 
responded in love, you need the help of 
another person or two to become recon-
ciled. Can your pastor mediate between 
the two of you? 
And I do have another question, which 
I raise as gently as possible: Was that 
other person really so cruel toward you? 
Or did he spark your conscience? Is your 
battle with that person, or with the Holy 
Spirit? 
We biblical pacifists should love all, 
especially fellow Christians who do not 
yet view Jesus' teachings the same way 
we do. I do feel love toward you. If you 
wish to communicate further with me, 
the editor could help us leam each other's 
names. 
Sincerely, 
Mr. Anonymous Biblical Pacifist 
"Peace Theology and Relating to People 
of Other Faiths" 
Peace Theology Colloquium 
June 17-19,1994 
Messiah College, Grantham, PA 
Keynote speakers: 
Gayle Gerber Koontz, J. Denny Weaver, Lawrence Hart, 
Gordon Kauffman, Aruna Gnanadason, John E. Toews 
Nancy Heisey will lead worship. Wilma Bailey, Jay McDermond and 
Sara Wenger Shenk will offer Bible studies. 
For more information and to register, contact Debra Gingerich, 
Peace and Justice Ministries, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 17601-0500; 
(717)859-3889 
Sponsored by MCC Peace and Justice Ministries 
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Dear Paul, 
I need your wisdom now. Often I find 
myself caught between the proverbial 
rock and hard place. Actually this partic-
ular quandary isn't new; it has popped 
up from time to time over the past 20 
years. Recently, however, it seems to be 
a little more intense than on previous 
occasions. I suspect that this is, in part, 
due to the fact that I have been talking to 
people like myself and they are feeling 
the same way. In our myopic way we 
conclude there's a serious problem. 
A few weeks ago I was talking with a 
person who, like myself, came to our cur-
rent denomination because we saw some-
thing unique, different, and good. Now 
he's confused. After his congregation's 
"Peace Sunday" celebration he 
concluded that the church 
doesn't have a firm grasp on this 
doctrine anymore. He also 
thought that other points of the-
ology which initially attracted 
him were "at risk" as well. I 
know it's dangerous to conclude 
there is a widespread problem 
simply because a couple indi-
viduals "have a feeling." Still I 
suspect that, while we are in the 
minority, we are not alone. 
Where's the problem, you 
may ask. I'll attempt to be more 
clear. The last 30 years have 
seen some sweeping changes in 
this denomination. Before I ever 
knew of these people they lived 
"simply" and on the margins of 
their society. They valued a 
sense of community, the ways 
of peace, the holy life, and a 
piety which many people probably 
believed couldn't exist in the modern 
world. When I first made contact with 
this denomination I was overwhelmed by 
their love for one another. I came from a 
church that was just about the opposite of 
this small group. I viewed these new 
brothers and sisters as unbelievably 
refreshing. Why, I even thought that they 
embodied the New Testament model of 
what it means to be a believer. 
A lot happens in 20 or so years. We 
have changed, and I am not certain that 
all the changes are for the better. I realize 
that change is more or less inevitable, but 
from my "former outsider" viewpoint, 
which I concede may have been ideal-
ized, I suppose I am a little disappointed 
with the alterations which I have seen 
over time. 
On the surface we now differ from the 
past in that generally we don't look dif-
ferent from any other contemporary 
Christians. For example, we keep up with 
the fashions. I think it a little harsh to say 
we are "slaves to fashion," yet I was 
amused by the story of one pastor who 
recently was asked not to wear his comfy 
old corduroy coat because some mem-
bers felt more "empowered" when he 
dressed in a navy blue suit. We often buy, 
or at least dream of buying, beautiful 
homes and luxury automobiles. We want 
our children to go to the better or best 
school so as to make them competitive in 
/ GET TIRED of hearing about 
what an evangelistic liability the 
peace position is. I am amazed 
that the holiness position tends 
to be articulated only in isolated 
pockets of the denomination.... I 
wonder how many pastors stress 
"crisis" conversion experiences. 
I frequently think these sweeping 
changes came about because 
of a deep-seated and grossly 
erroneous sense of inferiority. 
ever-increasingly competitive work 
places. Now some congregations spend 
millions of dollars on places of worship. 
This is a very interesting point to me con-
sidering that earlier generations wor-
shiped in the members' homes and bams. 
Finally, all too often we are too busy for 
quality fellowship to take place. 
I suppose I could easily live with these 
changes provided the core of our faith 
remained the same. I would be pleased if 
some brothers and sisters could help me 
believe there is no correlation between 
these surface manifestations and shifts in 
our core beliefs. Unfortunately, I am real 
skeptical at this point. I believe our for-
mer core values and convictions have 
been fundamentally remolded or maybe 
even jettisoned. I get tired of hearing 
about what an evangelistic liability the 
peace position is. I am amazed that the 
holiness position tends to be articulated 
only in isolated pockets of the denomi-
nation. I am not convinced we should 
have the same view of the Bible as do 
Fundamentalists. I wonder how many 
pastors stress "crisis" conversion experi-
ences. 
I frequently think these sweeping 
changes came about because of a deep-
seated and grossly erroneous sense of 
inferiority. The church was small. The 
members looked and acted differently 
than the world around them. They lived 
by different values. Did our church lead-
ers, who I firmly believe are and 
were good and pious men, con-
fuse "small and different" with 
"insignificant and irrelevant"? I 
have talked to more than one 
churchman from the generation 
above my own who sees little 
or nothing of "good" in the 
"good old days." And that, as 
you might guess, surprises me. I 
tend to think of "insignificant 
and irrelevant" in a slightly dif-
ferent way. When we begin to 
say and believe the exact same 
things all the other Christians 
say and believe then we are 
truly irrelevant. We have noth-
ing unique to add to the discus-
sion of what it means to be a 
Christian. We might as well 
look around for other generic 
expressions of the faith and 
begin negotiations for merger. 
When we dump who and what we were 
for who and what everyone else is then 
we no longer have any reason to be a sep-
arate group. When we are like everyone 
else we might as well officially join them. 
I am probably asking too much yet 
again. What should I do? Should I begin 
articulating these concerns or simply 
accept the changes? What should we do? 
Am I missing crucial truths which will 
ease my uneasiness? If so, what are they? 
I really need your help to see my way 
through this muddle. Help! 
Grace be with you, 
Onesimus 
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Money for ministry 
by Donald R. Zook 
The report of Brethren in Christ giv-
ing for the year 1993 has arrived. For 
the first time in many years, total giving 
of the people in our Brethren in Christ 
congregations has decreased from the 
previous year. Those with responsibili-
ty for ministry within our denomina-
tion have reduced the number of sal-
aried administrative positions. 
Ministry needs and opportunities are 
increasing. Funds are decreasing. The 
book entitled Money, Possessions, and 
Eternity by Randy Alcorn (Tyndale 
House, 1989) has a section entitled 
"New Testament Guidelines for Giv-
ing." There are some good scriptural 
principles which may speak to the 
Brethren in Christ during this challeng-
ing time in our history. 
1. Give generously. The Apostle 
Paul commended the generous giving 
of the believers in Macedonia who gave 
abundantly even while experiencing 
deep poverty. Love generates generous 
giving. 
How much is generous? There is no 
one answer for everyone. For those 
who have never tithed, this is a good 
place to begin. Particularly exciting are 
the first steps beyond the tithe, where 
we give God part of the remaining 90 
percent which also belongs to him. If 
we can give 10 percent, why not try 12 
percent? If 12 percent provides a means 
of blessing, why not 15 percent? And if 
that brings blessing, why not 20 per-
cent or 30 percent or 50 percent or 
more? 
2. Give regularly and systematical-
ly. Paul instructed that "on the first day 
of every week, each one of you should 
set aside money in keeping with his 
income." Paul didn't plan to make a 
last-minute appeal to people who had 
already spent what they should have 
given. 
Systematic giving is biblical giv-
' ing—if we give the "leftovers" to God 
rather than the firstfruits, there is usu-
ally little or nothing left over to give. 
We are to plan our giving in 
advance—not simply giving what we 
feel like at the moment. It has been 
proven in fundraising studies that peo-
ple give substantially more when they 
give systematically. The person who 
gives a regular amount of money gives 
far more than the "lump sum" giver. 
3. Give voluntarily. Paul admon-
ished that each person should "give 
what he has decided in his heart to give, 
not reluctantly or under compulsion" 
(2 Cor. 9:7). 
Based on this and other Scriptures, 
some people have said it is wrong to 
give to the Lord if you don't feel like it. 
The Bible doesn't say that all giving is 
voluntary. The tithe is taught as a duty. 
But God's people also gave beyond the 
required amount, because their hearts 
were moved. They were caught up in a 
spirit of divinely inspired generosity. 
4. Give joyfully. "God loves a cheer-
ful giver" (2 Cor. 9:7). God takes 
delight in the believer who takes delight 
in giving. 
There are infinite reasons for joy in 
giving. One is knowing that we are 
investing in eternity and that one day in 
the heavenly kingdom we will see the 
tangible result of our giving, in people 
and in rewards. When our hearts are 
moved, it is often in response to the 
prayers of God's people. God hears a 
request and then moves in our hearts 
to respond. 
One section by Randy Alcorn has 
been particularly meaningful to me. "In 
my own experience there is nothing 
more exhilarating than to participate in 
God's kingdom program by meeting 
the spiritual and physical needs of oth-
ers. Nothing is so stimulating and 
rewarding as joining with brothers and 
sisters in the highest cause in the uni-
verse—bringing glory to God by 
extending his grace to others. For me, 
growing and giving have almost been 
inseparable. Many of our greatest joys 
in life, and some of the closest times of 
intimacy with the Lord, have come in 
the giving of myself and my resources." 
Do we lack joy? It can be found in 
giving. Giving is growing. Someone 
has said, "Giving is not God's way of 
raising money—it is his way of raising 
people." 
God does not tell us not to give if we 
can't give cheerfully. God wants us to 
be cheerful, to be sure, but he also 
wants us to be obedient. The way to 
cheerfulness is not to keep from giv-
ing but to give even when we don't feel 
up to it. The solution is redirecting our 
hearts, not withholding our giving. The 
feeling in our hearts follows our giving 
(Matt. 6:21). Put your treasures into the 
eternal kingdom and a cheerful heart 
will follow. God loves an obedient 
giver. 
5. Give worshipfully. When Paul 
described the sacrificial giving of the 
Macedonian saints, he said, "They did 
not do as we expected, but they gave 
themselves first to the Lord and then 
to us in keeping with God's will" (2 
Cor. 8:5). Ultimately, giving is directed 
toward the one for whom we give— 
God. God is the recipient, for "He who 
gives to the poor lends to the Lord," 
and "Whatever you did for one of the 
least of these brothers of mine, you did 
it for me (Matt. 25:40). 
In challenging the Corinthian church 
to give like the saints in Macedonia, 
Paul pointed to the ultimate basis of all 
Christian giving: "For you know the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sakes 
he became poor, so that you through 
his poverty might become rich" (2 Cor. 
8:9). 
6. Give proportionately. Paul taught, 
when it comes to giving, "Each one of 
you should set aside a sum of money in 
keeping with his income" (1 Cor. 16:2). 
The Old Testament tithe was pro-
portionate—not all people were told to 
give 10 cattle or 20 pieces of gold. If 
someone had 100 new cattle, he gave 
10. If he had 10, he gave 1. If he earned 
500 pieces of gold, he gave 50 pieces. If 
he earned 30 pieces, he was to give 
continued on page 27 
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It is a crisis of epic proportions. 
Actually, in the grand sweep of church history, it's not that 
big a deal. But for the Brethren in Christ Church, perhaps it is 
a wake-up call. 
I'm referring to the recent announcement that last year's 
giving to the Brethren in Christ Church (that includes all con-
gregational, regional, and general ministries) was signifi-
cantly less than our giving for 1992. This is the first time in 
more than 30 years that total giving to the church has been less 
than the year before. 
Giving patterns in the denomination have been shifting in 
recent years, although the total amount given has risen con-
sistently (until this past year, that is). The trend has been for 
church-wide ministries to receive a smaller percentage of giv-
ing, while a growing percentage has remained in the local con-
gregation or regional conferences. As you can imagine, this 
trend has resulted in budgetary headaches for our church lead-
ers. Opening doors for ministry—both at home and over-
seas—cannot be pursued because of the lack of funds. Some 
people, however, argue that this trend simply shows that our 
congregations are taking seriously the challenge to develop 
more effective local outreach. 
Aware of these trends, and spurred on by news of last 
year's decline in total giving, the Board of Administration is 
bringing a series of proposals to General Conference in July. 
The goal: to reduce structures at the general level to a size the 
church will fund, yet be adequate to serve the needs of the 
church for the next number of years. One proposal replaces the 
present 22-member Board of Administration (BOA) with a 
new 17-member General Conference Board, to meet at least 
annually to deal with broad policy issues. Administrative 
work the present BOA does would be combined with the 
work of the present Council on Ministry and Mission in a new 
(and somewhat larger) Leadership Council. 
Another recommendation eliminates four denominational 
boards. On the chopping block is the Board for Congrega-
tional Life, the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting, the 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns, and the Board for Ministry 
and Doctrine. Those areas of ministry would be assigned to 
the proposed new Leadership Council (composed of the bish-
ops, the General Church Leaders, and the executive directors 
of the remaining general boards). Appropriate persons or 
groups would carry designated responsibilities, making sure 
that the work of these four boards is not lost. 
Part of BOA's rationale is that much of the work of these 
groups (except for the Board for Ministry and Doctrine) is 
already being done (or can be done) by the regional confer-
ences. In fact, the larger regional conferences already have 
active boards and sometimes paid staff in several of these 
areas. 
Certainly there comes a time when the effectiveness of 
any given ministry or program comes to an end. That is true 
for church agencies as well as for business or government. 
Budgetary pressures may provide the needed push to carry out 
necessary but painful trimming. It does seem a bit odd, how-
ever—given our denomination's current twin priorities of 
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evangelism and discipleship—to be dropping these boards, 
which in many ways have been involved in evangelism and 
discipleship. 
Time will tell whether shifting these ministries to regional 
conferences actually results in savings. Regional conferences 
may decide to hire additional staff to carry on the increased 
workload. Of course, we apparently are more willing to fund 
local and regional expenses than denominational expenses— 
or so it seemed, up until this past year. 
Other questions arise. What will happen in the smaller 
conferences, which have looked to the general boards for 
resources? Will this move accentuate regionalism—different 
areas going their own way? Will this decentralization result in 
greater effectiveness in ministry? Will we see several valued 
and important ministries "fall through the cracks"? One can 
only speculate. 
The Board of Administration really had no choice; they had 
to raise the question of what denominational structures we as 
a church are prepared to support. They have proposed a set of 
recommendations to address a growing problem. As we come 
together at General Conference to discuss the pros and cons of 
the proposals, I trust we will not get sidetracked in question-
ing motives and procedures. Let us instead seek to discern 
what is affordable and adequate for our ministry as a people 
of God in a world desperately needing the gospel of Christ. 
We will have differing opinions on how best to structure the 
church. But let's remember that we are all on the same team; 
members of the same body. 
What is certain is this: we cannot continue to operate on the 
basis of "business as usual." Either you and I support the 
present agencies of the church and their ministries with an 
increased level of giving, or revised structures need to be set 
in place. I don't know of a third alternative. G 
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A born loser? 
I was on the bus headed home and was reflecting on a 
typical day in town. After a long wait in line at the bank, 
I had arrived at the window just as the teller put up her 
sign, "Next window please." At the supermarket I had 
gushed my cart to the checkout stand just as the clerk 
dropped the chain into place across the opening. At the 
bus stop I had stepped back to allow a mother with a 
baby in her arms to precede me, and a fat man pushed in 
ahead of me and took the last seat. 
Now, swaying on the strap, I 
reviewed my life as an "end-of-
the-liner." On the school play 
ground I was the last child 
to be chosen in the soft-
ball game. I seemed to 
come down the cafete-
ria line always just 
as the ice cream ran 
out. The good 
parts in the Sun-
day school plays 
were all given 
out before the 
youth director 
got to me. 
I recalled an 
explanation 
given years 
before when my 
younger sister was 
often stung by bees. 
These busy buzzers 
would sail past the rest 
of us and land on Miriam 
with deadly accuracy. A 
friend claimed that fear pro-
duces an odor which maddens 
bees, and it was Miriam's terror which 
aroused their hostility. 
I think I have a complex—send out some kind of sig-
nal which pushes me into last place wherever I go. Years 
ago, when I met my husband-to-be, I knew immediately 
he was for me: his name started with the last letter in the 
alphabet. 
Shortly after we were married we took a vacation trip 
through Central Washington. As evening approached on 
the first day out, I persuaded my mate to detour some 
miles in order to have dinner at a restaurant famed for its 
roasted herbed chicken. "It's out of this world," I 
promised. I had eaten it the year before and was anxious 
for him to enjoy the same happy experience. 
As we approached the restaurant a car sped past us, 
cut in front,.and turned in just ahead of us. I think I knew 
what was coming. When we placed our order, the wait-
ress said regretfully, "Sorry, the couple who came in just 
ahead of you ordered the last two herbed chickens." 
"You never should have married me," I said ruefully 
to my husband. He laughed at the time, but 
recently I knew he had become 
resigned to our fate when, on our 
way into the supermarket for a 
special on coffee, he joked, 
"Shall we ask for a rain 
check, or settle for a 
package of tea bags?" 
If you, too, are a 
born loser, do you 
know that Jesus 
has a special 
word for us? 
"...the last shall 
be first" (Matt. 
19:30). The last 
first, at last! 
Those who trust 
him won't be 
losers—at the end 
of the line—up 
there. 
But what do you 
expect to do, up front 
in heaven? someone 
asks. Well, wouldn't it be 
tremendous to be among the 
first to fall at his feet in praise 
and adoration? To be at the head 
of the line in thanking him for for-
giveness and eternal life? To volunteer for a 
task? But—we can be in the front ranks on those things 
here and now....if we so choose. 
Let me keep my priorities straight, I silently prayed as 
the bus lurched on. Let me be first in the things that 
honor my Lord, last in those that would bring any glory 
to self. 
The bus jerked to a stop at my corner and I alighted— 
the last one off. 
Marjorie Zimmerman lives in Gresham, Oregon. 
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